The Tlest rownd of the Feter Stayvespnd
British Offshore Powerlsaat Chompionship
ot Poole Hay on May 2 had all the nangic,
tension, excitemnent and dromo 6f & damp
$:|I,.||J|-

Mo-one can be held responsible for the
woather, which was loul, apd 1 mosc
intmiediately ndmit that the nearest 1 went Lo
the water was the cliffs by Canford Libracy
pverlooking Lhe start. Very breszy it wns,
b

Fine drama

Hoving viewed the possible  starbers ot
Poole Bay Yncht Cluh, [ whipped round Lo
the clifls for Che start at 2pm promps. Do not
think for one moment [ was alone &t this
prime vantnge poing, for 1 was surrounded by
powerbopt  throngs, enger on view  the
spectacke. There wers $3 of us, [ eonld hardly
e,

Flve minutes hefore twao o'clock the boals
wern milling aboet, steaining ac the leash to
join the fray. They booked like corks dewn
there;, brouncing aboul among ominoes
rollers

Two minuies bafors two o'clock and then
come the drama ol the day. The Lbrary enr
park attendant came cound wned Cfrediened
tleat we wonld all he fined if we dizin't have
cir park Lickets

O we ol sowrried 1o the 25p theked
machine nnd mashed bock, frightened we had
risged Lhe Big Off, We needn’t hnve worried.
Five minubes past P, ben past, quarter pnst
and ab twenty past apparently sometling
happemed  beennse the Class 11ls went
dashing off ina ragped. sporadic nnti-climax
of 4 slarl.

The cruisers [aollowed eventually, some
apparently in the know and somes agparently

nol, seme uader full steam while others conld
e geen gesticulating in conlu=ion

That was Forle Bay 81 from Che cliff Lops
rut, my dear render, your worthy magazine
will gettle for nathing less thon perfection as
you well know and cut in the botling briny
wns aur ace, orcthespot reparler, Soe
Trumgpar,

This carresppandent, it & privete crafl, was
ardered to trnck dawn the asclicn whers it
happened, as it happened. Her boot was even
equipped  with  shortowave radio, giving
accesss bo oll bhe [nstdes Geno

Thos equipped, we expected plenty of
newa, bot nat =0, Ms Trumper reported
spalehes over the short-wave of "When ore
wir going to starl?. Apswer ‘Wall ape
"Where shall 1 drop the buoy®'. Answer “Wait
atie’. "Where's the start boat™, Answor “Wait
ane’.

The unfortunate My Trumper missed the
atart, never ot near o bast and rushed back
te Poole Horheus ta find out what an earth
had besn happening.

Our first shock al the clob was the
broading presenes of an ambulanee, doors
aper, walting for an eocupant, He turned pat
te bee Dunean Fosier, suffering fram shock
after breaking & wrist.

Ambulance required

The unfortunale Fosler's seal nsoubbing
hroke while Pent Up Fury was rounding &
buoy amd che navigator's injuries  wese
immedintely reported to conteal. The crbiaer
wis then ordered to reporl to the Howval
Motor Yoacht Club, where anm ambulance
wirlld b wairing, & pood plan, with onn Ciny
Haw. The Lide was aul.

This was pointed oul, to no avail, and Lhe
arder wns repeated with some heat: Raoyal
Motor, Fent Up Fury duly reporled there,

duly found the tide out and dely rcan
aground, Guick change of mosterpion ond
the ambulsnce was dispatched to Poole
Harkaur, where the pear nsan was finolly
collested

In 8 more orthedox form of race
description, Avia Watclses led from start to
finish, despite being harried for mest of the
way by the Toleman twins in Payanagin, The
Tolemana threw everything inte it on Lthe
closing stapes, but [an Bimnie and Al
Rakiwin would ned relinguisl their lead and
crossesd the line four seconds clear.

Full credit

Gus 1t {Poal Sinclaic and Bozzell Colpan)
wiz @ olose third, thres ssconds further
bishind, ad then came Tuckiomin, Pancho.
Panuche Dwo, Mirage apd Poco Hoses.

Vorga teok the hooours in the Crudser
Claz= B nnel wiccary in Class A wenl Lo Asor
Splashdown  who crgssed  the boe  five
minutes Jater, Despite the previous
deropatory remacks, full coedit most go teall
campetitors wha hattled through semee nasty
wiler,

Wi all know that offshore raging is not 2
appetatar sport under the present foomat of
Lelting off and disappeoring into the wide
grey vonder, and thet the drivers dooit for
their own fun and amusement — and
pondness knows they pay enough lor the
privibepe — but suealy n slightly higher
tiepres of organisation weald not go amiss.

The Peter Stuyvesant Clazs [ beat was
there hat did nnt moke the stacl line, chere
wiere oo Clazs 11's ond che ficld comprised
eotirley Class [ID's and crolzers. 1= this the
shaps: of the scason o come?

Mo, i was nob o very auspiciogs slart Lo
the powerboating yenr.
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