By Daniel Pouget

Full House

Erighton Moring 6.30am, [ awake o nolses of
slashing rain and the wind swhistling through
the kolyvards af the yachis moored on either
alde of the Press Boat. Yesterday b was
prohally the hottest and calmest cday of the
summer (il you can call it thotl bat this
mnrning does nol look too gosd

AL T80 1 get to the PresstHace DOffice to
lind Tina Bunting nlready at work preparing
to repister Lhe 62 boats that hove decided to
compete. They ars all lwed up in the
seutinesring aren which we overleok, It
would have been o great sight for the public.
Fiot in the pouring ruin with the figures of
the warlows erews scurrying arownd, i all
louks pretly miserable

Great Expense

Scrutimeering. storks ak &3 aml the
wariou= crews begin filllng in to register
There i=a lob of talk about the weathes, The
T-shirts, Sweal Shirts, plagques and decals
honded out by Coral Casinns Lid, the
sponzars, Lo all Lhe compelitaors seems Lo be
cheering them vp a bk 1 muast oy they must
Bave gone to great axpmse and trouble o
really make Lhis o mamoerable doy, They have
put ap bhanners everywhere and a superbh
Imardgiies

In the Hoce Offipe Clive Curtks and Viv
Willinms gointa o heddle — obyviowsly the
weather |z Eeing to be a problem. Finnlly
they decide Lo ma oo asd fnepect the course
in the start hont, They barely made it ol of
the hMarina, The wnter wos very choppy, o
ri=ame wind and strone cak,

Adtor their experience al Poole corlier onin
the =eason when URKOESA ron the roce in
similar bod conditiors which turned into n
nightrare with Lady Arran’s Shean Dho
sinking, they nre coking this weather wvery
serionsly, The Hace offlee = by now full of
competitiors saving Lhey are nal going Lo @
ot in this. The constguord forecasis
warsening conditions. At 11,080 Clive Cartis,
L0, advizes us Lhe event = pestponad il
tomarrow. Relief all rourd. A few decides that
they canmat stay due to prior engogements
on Sunday. The drop owis are however very
few,

By 2.0 in the afternoon chere is sunshine,
the wind drops and by nid afcernoon
recriminations amongs bhe drivers con fe
heard, Why didn't the race toke place? Was
the deciston hastv? 1 most gav chat andes the
circumstances  UTKOBA hod oo option,
People forget that putting on o rooe is quite o
respunsibility, and wlsen Ll are 3 HHa‘_'. hacd
eanditions & field of B2 boats demands Lhe
support of a peod nombst of resoue honts
and the marker Boats bpsed in Shorgham
wire nat even ahle to o sadl oot fo ged om
=tatian,

o how eould the cace committes ever hove
tnken 0 different decision. The disea-
Barhecne this evening, put on and subsidized
by Cioral Casines, k& a8 sell out nnd everyone
wicks off their frusteations of the day on the
dance floor and ot miadrmight we all leave
lsaking up ot the clenr shy and wondoring
what surprises Lomorrow kas in atace,

'Hella this iz BEC Hadie. You are just
coming on Lhe air ot the end of this recerd |
(it is 760 Sunday nnd the first Kace for Clags

I% has been achedubsd for 100 am) , . what

are  the conditions? Could wou tell our
Hsteners st what time the first roce will
alarl”

‘LConditions — Fag! Sa tlick chat v con
hardly soe M0 yards!

Clive Curtis, the CLOLTL, is sitting next to
me loaking really worn out, YWhal is e gaing
po decide now! The Racing is postponed
apain. We pe out in the Starc boat at 10,340
anel the sea is choppy — Lhe o i= lifting. The
coastpuard forecost is again very  bleak.
UKEORA decide to cancel Cln=s IV nnd toran
Clazs 1, 11 and 111 and Cratesr Class at 200
pr. What will our fickle English wealher da
now?

[t clears and by midday it is beautifully
sunny! We have a race.

The Stort takes place in front of the
harbour entratce, with the usual zalling
buals trying Lo go past the marshalling boats
und onto the course. Will they never Ieorn.
How would the sniling fraternity react if we
ran poworerall theoogh the start line of &
major yvacht race!

Here they come nllin line humping up and
down, [t might o sunny bot it k2 Bewing
force & to 4 5W. ord the sen is still guite
kigh. The first off is Ted Tolemnn and Nick
Cripps powering away in their 1200bp
Bertram. This, ::||-.'I]:.. the anly Class L. The
rest of the competitors bunched up, a long
way behind. Adrian I‘&.rjf.‘l:. goks his Class 11
un the plain = he has got n ot to make wp.
‘Cosanck” iz wny in fromt as is “Samori” ond
"Sen Wolf',

Hewever, al toe start ol the second lap 1he
arider is  Toleman Grroup,  Pobjoy  then
Cossack, Gus [t |2 fourth avd leading Class
111, follewed by Aquaglide, Fobjoy Mint 11,
and Mo 17, Doris the Snab, a Closs 111
catpmaran deiven beautifully by Steve North
in hiz first race, then Samuard, Scanlic $407,
Londen Manchester Assuronos No 500 and
Faynnain,

Armstrong Out

But the dilficull conditions are already
heginning to take their toll, Argnas 100 driven
by Peter Armatrong drops ot in the seeomad
lup-tzking water. Staticned by Lhe start buay
wi sen (07 Scontic hoving a dunl with Dords
tle Spoh. Dorke spots the mark ond goes

straight [ur it. D07 iz on tho wreng heading.
W nre nll waving frantically. They spoc the
by in Che nlek of time and torn just beaide
us with a great woosh of spray, passing the
mark 0 couple of lindred vards behind
[RISTRE]

Field Spreads Out

Mow the field is geiting spread cut and as
we gpproach the last part of the roce we can
hear over the radio that thero iz an incransing
numther of boats droppinge out of the eace
007 i8 being towed in. Cossock is being towesd
in. ‘Then we kear that Daris the Snob bhos
flipped an its back. The Newhaven lifebant (s
being cnlled put, The driver is injured, We
hear later tlat Steve nnd his navigalor,
Michael Firth, are fn the Roynl Sussex
Hipspital suffering from shock but oo major
Injuries, As we come back bo Lhe fimishing
line wi con e Adrian Pobjoy’s beat moing
like & song flat out, Oyving right out of the
water several feet high. The phatagraphers
rush Lo Lhe catl

The race is over. The excitment subaides
W go inta the pent ond sec oll Lhe cups and
prizes and note in possing the Foge Ceol
Grandpriz. Challenge Trophy which leaks
juat about as big ns the FA Cop.

The prize winners wiers as Telbows:
far ouentll hasic roce ‘Hileckmoil’
EPyrcry wnel Kowin Hack Jsf Day Ureiser
‘Mardi Gras” driven by Oolin Sovare ena Neil

darven by

Benner; Zna ‘A° Craiser Wiin Fies' Hay
Flereker  and OMasony  Tad ‘A Criser
‘Splashdown' Groham  Swmith aed  Poul
Futkerford fArighton Maring Challoegn

|"|-r|_|'_l|||_'|.'

Winner Cless HTH Hydrmophobis Stquae
Fife and Phitlip Fex; Seceng e Class W0
B seear Adam  Yoeunger ard Hoan
{..I.I.ll:.'l'll”.l.'l..lh_' Wikrer (lass INTC London
Manckester Assaronce — Broee anad Aveil
Nazh; Jrd in Closs £EA0) Geas T FPaui
Verron Luker, Znd Closs L0LF
Paneho — Carl Jeaes wid Habert Hecdfiursd;
Tzt Class TIID Corel Greyhosnd Stadin

Sinedoir andg

Traphky — Pobjoey Mirt Two — FPreier
HBileomield ' and Timi Haker,
g Clags I SEamun — ATl ard Stece

Hpyrre 1er Clezs 1 — Corad Granag Poie Cup
- _r"_..[llsl. Mint — Adran ':'rnl.l_lrll\. and Alex
Faster; 15t Class § — Corgl Gnenag Priz Shieki
— Poleman G Ted Taderzan and Nick
Cripps: st ovendd Coral Ofrend Prix
Trophy Ted Telemar and Mick Crpps

In zpite of heing feden dowr edth sifver
LR, RECIN N, o R s |_|_|" .|Ii‘-'lll.'l.||lll'i'.| ard
alfeer mandies, e fully eche Mick Crippa aad
Ted Tolerean ™ three sheers for Uonals, Thew
[EIe 4 CECRINGCT Bensar,
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Seantie fn Olese 1T made a robis -“*.lr wrt before being forced to refive
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