The weather conditions were ideal for
Jahn Craxford in Homans Sebre who
romped hame first sverall
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The Southern Speed Trophy by Julia Klonarides

FORCE 6 IN SOLENT

A cnld, dull windy moming greeied
competitors who had travelled to the
Hamble vo contest the Cougar Marine
Sogthern Specd Trophy on Satordoy
2hch Jume,

People aleeplly wandered about, as
serubineering proceaded, bonts were
launched and forecasts made as to the
conditions further afiald in Lhe Solenl
We did not have to wait until the race
atarted to experience drama and
cxcitement for righi belore our very
cyes o long red, white and blus Class [
hull could be seen being hauled back
aul of the water,

‘I don't race without the owner, was
the explanation from Hurold “Smikiy’
amith, throttleman of the Petar
Stuywesant boat, which was now safely
ensconeed on her trailer — and that
wis final, He could have taken the
boat, out without Ted Toleman, Bof
amitty was pdamant. Toleman himesslf
was unfortunately unable Lo race owing
Lo illness within his family, so the bost
lny dormant.

FRESH STRAWBERRIES!!

This meove, though, rekindled hopes
in Classa I other gquariers, namely the
Hewitts entourage of Peter Hewitt,
Chris Blight, Rosalind Wright and
Philippa Miel-Mese and the BEF band
(rery Brazier, Tony Howe and David
Hagan) whe suddenly saw a spot at the
el ol the rvinksw,

Agquaglide (Robert Conk & Jo
DNanohaa), back again since her
reappearanee three races ago at Poole,
decided after initially entering Clags 1
and IT Lo opt for the latter, thus
renewing her longstanding battle with
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Homans Sabre (John Craxford & Chrs
By,

It waz not long before the
commpelitors headed off for the start
line, and | went in search of & Press
Boat. An abortive move indeed, and a5
thi commitiee and spectator boacs
dizappeared over the horizon, so did
the rest of my afterncon’s sport as o
sprctator. Even o radio for updated
information waz hard to coms by,

Diestermined to find something more
then 2lbs of strowberries from the
afternoon, this was definicely a case of
sleaning information after the race had
actually happened. Fortunately in the
cige nf lan Birnie and Alan Baldwin
this was simple engugh as they were
grinning from ear to ear. Their
previeus problens wich broken props
hod hoppily been resolved and a good
start helped Mizs Avia Watches to
victory from Fayanegin T11 drven by
the Toleman twins Mike and Gary,

Seeve Pile and Andy Dunjay split
the floor of Harvester Brooed and that
left the way open in Clazss 111 I tor
Fibretiger (Milee Kitcher and Debhbies
Jomes),

PoLer Bloagmfield s bid co win the
[T championships over here in
England gained another boost ns he
and navigator Neil Holmes steared
Heynes for Tovota to victory in thetr
class.

An eestatic Hewitts team were
heaming as they discovered they hod
win Class I, a first ever offshore
victory for the gicls in the team. Class
11 hemrours and first overall went to
Romans Sabre, who had overcome Lheir
engine problems experienced of Grost
Tarmouth, giving them nstead to
Agquaglide, who returned with only one

engine functioning. Gervy  and Hagan
alan had trouble and were foreed Lo
retive in BEF. the boot being used to
qualify for world points.

JOVIAL ATMOSPHERE

The cruiser entry, although smaller
than normal, atill hed its fair share of
incidents. David Graham-Smith, in
Haze Twice As Fresh, was forced to
rebire only half a lap from home with
oil pressure problems, leaving Disprin
The Fast One and Colin Stewart and
MNorman Bennett to take Lhe honours in
Cruizer Class A,

Perhaps the heat performance of all
came from Day Croiser The Cheetah,
which is the smallest cruiser racing,
Robert Hunt and lan Tethridge are
ricing The Chectah purely £o promaots
the boat, an 18" Mayfair Marine Hull
powered by & single 140 hp Mercraiser,
They came 4th overall and weon their
clasa [DCA)

Another victory for the Hampage
term, Spivit of Canada, who seermn to be
enjoying their winning sireak, gayve
them the spoils in Cruiser Class B,

There was, as usual, & jovial
atmasphere lober in the day when at
the Hoval Southern Yacht Club prize
giving Tim Powell reseived a momento
for the best performence from: someone
whe was 8 member of the club. Powell
had braved the seas in the TIITY g,
Wadham Scringer. which nearly caught
fire at one atage, and Lhere was a lond
¢cheer a5 sportsman Tim went up to
collect his prize. The Cougar Southern
Epead Trophy went to Tan Birmie and
Alon Baldwin — pbout time these lads
were up collecting prizes again!



