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“Class l foiled by ( Craxford

John Craxford may have set a precedent for offshore racing when he flew to

_victory — upderprotest — at the
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THE appearance of an aerofoil lifting
device on John Craxford’s Cougar cala-
maran  Eopns . Satre at the Cougar
Marine Soulhern Speed Trophy threw
therace afficials into confusion —bu tthe
device proved its worth in the race and
Foerans  Sabre won the ophy at an
average speed of 56,35 knots

Craxford was only allowed to start
the race under protest, but the Roval
Yachting Association’s Oifzhore Facing
Committes has subsequently decided
that the serofoil is legal

Mo-one could question the efficiency
of the device, Atspeed the hallwas Tifs o
almost clear of the water, reducing
friction and giving Eomiens Snlve a
vialuable boost in speed. YWe saw Hmnans
Sabre pass the committee boal with light
showing under her sponsons

somuns Aelre is the only  diescl
powered catamaran racing, and has a
poor power-tosweisht ratio,. Ooly a
series of modifications owver the years
have kepl her performance up lo par.
'l."'. ith the heavy -:'11:.__'||1"-~. oy '1'r|_.-t_|||-:_|||r

a worthy 420 bhp and her hull alveady

||‘!_.hr|.'r.|.'|.. as much as possible; the
aecrofoil has greatly aided pecformance

There were only bwao other Clazs [
boats (B-litre  petrol, 16-litre diesel)
competing in the Southern Speed Tro
':l!' v, the Con ."F r5 Gus it and . .|:'.-€||'.:'“"I"
Craxford had little time to |:-._|11L5I|:' the
compatition — the Solent was calm and
the conditions suited the lightweizht
bk,

Paul Sinclair in Gus If and Robert
Cook in Ageagiide set the eary pace,
buildingupalead ofalmostamile during
the firsl two ..'||.“\. around Hill Head,
Crurnard and Byde Middle, On the long
leg to Scomce, near Yarmouth, Romiens
arbre camie indo her own, and by the time
Craxtord returned to Hill Flead be had
turmed the tables. MWeither Grs I in
second place nor Agwraedide in fhird stood
a chance of catching Craxford. Komians
anbre finished  first, averaging 56,35
knots for the 81.653-mile course,

Top, Joden Craxford i i
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The 23 Clazs I oatfits provided one
of the best racing fleets seen for almost
o seasons, marking a revival of this
offshore clasz. Craft were mosthy mono-
hulls. which is in -:|'-|111l||'-.-.' contrast to

the trend in the mid-Seventics,

The multibulls were. po -.'lr'|'. PEpre-
wenibisd in thie largest, Class 110 Crid-Tikre),
category. There were only two — the
mew Mercury- -powered Cougar Fayina-
gin [l of Garry and Michael Tolemanand
the older Stapley cat Foljoy Mint Too
driven by Peter Bloomfield. Fevenagin 11
had suffered electrical problems on the
cva of the race, which returned during
the first lap, while Peter Bloomfeld
suftered mechanical trouble on his
Mariner pulboards, which [orced his
riztiremient, from third place, at the end
of the fourth circuit.

Steve  Baker-designed  Phantoms
ruled the day, lan Bermae in his 23077 m)
Phamtom Miss Avie Watchies shot abead
at Hhe start, Followesd |'|"~.'|"|_. by Barry
Cminkwater in Hentlor's Cysler Har,
another Mercury-powered  Phanlom.
Although competition  was  fierce
throughout Clasz IHEY, these bwo werz
ouk orvbherr own, finishing well abead of
the 250 (7.62m) Mercury-powered
Fletcher Tickionia, driven by Len Hall.

Cruiger racing is on theinerease, and
although these craft compete at a more
spglato FHMCE OVEE 4 shiorber course, I|||':.'
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were no less competitive. Peter Hewittin
hig Wellcraft Verdo sped cotnd underthe
power of his bero 198hp Mercmas
while. Colin: Stewart, with only [40hp
pushing his Picton cruser T s M-
digras, formed the rearguard, Between
e we l."-'l." fi'.'L' ".|'|*-|. |'.' 1] ..|.l. |'|-r. d cruisers
Ty L F LA
.L"'!-.'|L1'L-:.1I lI1-'~I'|'|I h'-.1rr Lleen s
Hunton}, both Hunton Gazellas, P|:‘|".-|. d
cat and mouse with Alan p".{=|1| s hi=
Wellcraft Shivel. The experience of L‘-'<11. id
Graham-Smith eventually won the day
in Cla=s & but Poter Hewitt and Colin
Stesvart collected awards for their
i '“..LI'!'."'\‘. ]

Results:

Class 1, J. Craxford, Romans Ssbre,
Cougern'Ford Ssbre, 56,35 knots.
Class ID, |. Bernie, Aiss Avia Waitch-
25, Fhantom/Marcury, 55 knots

Class WG, H. Wretham, Sl
Phantomy/Mercury, 47,48 knots,

Class B, W, Matcham, ASrmracrdl
Hlu-FinMamaha, 38 knots.

Crulser &, 0. Greham-Smith, Asor
Splashdow, Hunton/Mercruiser,
34,558 knots.

Cruisar B, P. Hewitt, Vargo, Wallcratt
Mearcruiser, 37,64 knots,
Day Cruiser, O, Stewart,
Mardigras, Picton/Mercruiser,
krnots.
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