The 1978 offshore racing season is
upon us. Hardly have we come
through the traumas of 'T7, ihe
depihs of winter and the Boat Show
[than UKOBA ireals us to  their
' Saolent 70, the Hrst race on the new
|year's calendar and the pipe opener
ﬁn:r a potentially interesting seasoen
in prospect. Traditionally, the

Solent 70 falls Into one of fwo
categorics. Abysmally poorly
supported, indicative of a slowly

starting season or supported better
than ecven the organisers had
dreampt was possible, indicative of
a qood torn out season-long. The
seraaon of 78 stanted with a hang.
| Based at Banle Maring’s Fort Hamble,
22 boais I Classes 1, &8 3 came (o
scrutineeTing cna dull day bt with the
Solent as dlat as & prowverbial pancake,
=RCH a SOnirast from the end of last Wil
| The Class 1 scrap was a two wayw aifair,
| unusual in & world of Cigarette 35 and
| 30, hetwesn twaald 365 Micky Cri s,
complete’ with  his apparenily: never
sncling endourage of tedavision types, had
the newly namsd Calt ".-.-.:_'.':-.'-ru in Hs
e Swhie livery i contention, coe-driv
e Colt Dwector, David O with brathes
Michael, all meatin |'r.|!-:'Iu|"- I saneateT
just a pace and & half behind, Fited
against e Japanese ||._.|||_- e was the
ald Gill machine, sill ped [ Likee It T,
bt looking just the 8 st bt fattier with
s medilied paintwork and crewed by thai
yirtually unknown dric I’Hr 1 dardine,
Barker Mkinsan and "-1::_'!'""'- I*r:': 11118

An Affair

Claz & was a three
the Coauntess of A in the newdy
inboarded Ceal-na-MNara,  with . Derek
Liowd on charls, RHS sporiing her mew
transmissionz and new almas everuihing

i alfair. batween

clee, with the ever smiling Keith Flevnes
Tim Colton  and Jdirm Brookes  and
Michael Blunt with his 29 inof Fhandom
The Experiment, with her =zingle

Morcruiser,

Class 3 s inleresting with a gaggle of
new boats, new names and ald familiars
b conbend with, 30 had the hesww metal
on the game with Bob Coolds ill-{sted
Aquagllde hop 14 tor batter, Migel ‘Uarln’
Fiwall questing for McEnhil in Mac

waiting for his own new Phanlam bo
emerge, ancther wvarlatlon  on  the
E-uu'l i .-:.'-.- endles dezign for Tiger Thger

Jdohn Robinson, the Ha
e ax-Tdjvan |||r'|'r "~r o0, Scanlt
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jom 25 of Paul

amerged Rod Alligatos
af Gaorge Restorick
and the brand new Fl
Simclair an Luker, «us tn

Pushing them ||.|rl| in dhe flab was
fleet of 3C rics i by Swoart Hiogs
Crisp "{. |.|r" [ I o ||._-._.||_I|_:- ten- Fusslileat) for
i Fearl
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Carhin,. Tha alist -
_||| Murse I'|rurl'u'~'-"- Haydong
Radne and

i aptain Birds Eve, Elactric -.'l||l.| Airey
Hat 'L & |“->l_" made
el the Day, Alex
flieed ofl to & good start

--uru.l-.- of o giving
mal Al piiles of Solent
hatwe wriend with
O aday il v gin 1o
be drunl i ! by amy of the

ek 108 ChAsSEs wWhdre

on time: for a
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the first of their multiple laps
Sapparo

fraded on
2

ool

aglide

respeciively. By half distance, Cook was
s pTisng

hirnsolf with the periormance of

igar and the family Harris were
lyinng alcneg astern in Scron. & case
of name changing proving . lucky
ar epquipe nod used o the heady
15 of leading were the Murse feam,
hankfully separated from the Bleck
1 white turhine and powezed by the
wihoard

Black o

Disasters

By three quarters distance, all that had
changed however. Cook  shed a
propeiler, complete wilh thres inches ol

lower shalt on his starboacd  unit,
Chatd'ean  fost transmission and  was
Wqnomintowsly  towed  home by Geolf

Lindsay, HKapdore was out of cour
through wrong-slobing a buay o {a fawe
that wauld have have overaken Conk as
wiell had he finished), Concorde stopped
and i, the Blunt Expariment
"'!-\.!_' red after some earhy premise and
Fiona Amran ook water into her electrics
.'.|':.I lost fuel pressure o end her run
flred but g NG '-'err-'nr.l.' 21 Tima
..||IJ-':,- 1T sented the UIKOBA prizes af
the Sclent Maotel fo the accleim of all
prasent, and the circes moves o
Weyrnaouth on May 14
Solent 70 — Resulis
LA ] '. IZ_'- it Happons, Mick Cripps,
3. 51 knaols. 2 [ Like It Too,
1 .|-|r-:| we 14131, 5245 knois
ASS 2 1 RHS, Heith Hoeunes
1.27.00, 49 76 knots
CLAaSS 3k 1 Jus Gus, Paul Sinclair
11247, 55072 knots. &£ Super Srron
Peter Harmris; 1.15.13, 5392 knots, 3
Scanlite, Peter Bloombield, 116,46,
S2.8% knots. 4 Mac 1, Migel Powell
1192951 02 lknols. 5 Tiger Tigex
v Bobinsan, 11945 5055 lowols.
z S5 80 1 The !"EF-'_'rl.'ull-;:_ kan Murse,
114,335, 5440 knots, £ Crisp & Dy,
Stuard Higos, 1.15.45, 53.54 knets. 3
Alrey Puss, Brian Sharp, 1.350042 5026

knots. & Eleciric, Chris  Strickland,
L.21.78, 4970 kaols i
36 1 Hot °L, NMiged Muzray., 1.825.11,

A T knots, 2 Dee, Tom Mursell,

1.32 49, 3552 knals
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