FLETCHER DEALERS UK.

OUTSTANDING BOATS — OUTSTANDING SERVICE
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SATURDAY 20TH MAY, PORT HAMBLE and the offzhore
racing zeazon Iz with us again. Despite a seven month lay off
during {he winter month, long enough o prepare & racehoat one
would have thoughi, there neverthaless appeared to be mora
drivers on the spectator boat than aclually racing, As the
afternoon progressed, and the wind spead increased, [ suspact
that more than a few of those brave souls who raced were
wishing they hadn't,

The entry gave a foretesie of what promises to be & well
supported season. Several new boals appeared, together with
some familiar old ones, either sporting & new owner, or 8 new
paint job or, in =ome cases, bothl

Class [ had the sole suppoet of Derek Pobjoy in Uno Mint
Jewellary, whilst in Class I Derek had very sportingly lent the
diesel Pobjoy Mint to Ted Tollman and Mick Cripps 1o enable
the former to acqulire his licence. Penthouse Rizla now owned
by Michael Blunt and renamed Miss Four Seasons Roofing was
eobered bul Tailed to start. Clearly bMichael has had 1o purchase
g larger boat in order to have room for the name! The Class 11
enirny was completed by Boger Allen in British Buzzaed, Dayvid
Hagan with the faithful Apache snd an exciting looking
newcomer in the form of B.E.F, owned by Jeff Phillips and
powersd by a single 482 cu. in Mercralzer. This 28 fi. Souter
was generally thought to be the old H.T.5.11 brought out of
relivement and revamped.

Clazs 111 was better supported, and most interest centred
around Migel Powell's new 21ft. stepped Phantom fogether
wilh Bhil Jones' similar but unstepped version. Ex Captain
Birdseye, an 180, Phantom was sean L6 be renamed Just PRicks
bud failed to race. [ was goodd 1o see another new monohull in
the shape of Moody Blus, an 18ft. Marshan. Amongst the [l
cats, The International Factor driven by Class IV graduate Toay
Lefwich was making & comeback, This Stapley was last raced
two years ago by Nigel Powell, as Poiant Pussy.

iy the time the meestacted the wind had increazed conaider-
ably and although everyone looked feirly comtoriable on the
Hill Head ling, sea conditions worsened towards the forts al The
easter end of the Solent. Privilege of flrst eetirement went to
Howard Wrethams' Phantom aircraft carrier, Phantasize, bwo
vards over the start line the engine decided if had done enougl,
and decided to call it a day.

Pater Alonmiield & Alen Baldwin en thelr way to another vietoney.

Fhotas: Graham Dwwies



The uncomioriable condifions didn’l
seem 10 wiorry the Class | and [T monsters,
At the end of the fiest lap Pobjoy Mind,
Lino Mint, Apache and Brilish Buzzand
thundered over the line, in thal onder, with
just vards saparating them. A few minuies
later the first of the Clazs [ fleld appeared
in the familiee shape of Scanlite hotly
pursued by Migel Powell’s Hol Gossip.
Mexl cama the Stapley U club headed by
Tony Lefwich with Tormy Evans in Concord
and John Corbin in bis as yel unnamed
Blapley cal. Peler and [anice Armsitong
wiitre next (o appear tn Fangerione [Dnzam
followed by o wallowing Jus Gus which
promptly relired with a split bow lank,

Lap 1'seamed to aceount for most of the
redirements including B.E.F. Phanbom 007,
Moody Blue and Kavdors. Eavdor's
retirenent seemed (o have baen occasion-
ed by driver, Steve Beck's strange decision
to lake up Family Croiser racing in mid-
race, mom: of which anan. [eff Phillips
and |, Leeks's B.E.F. proved o be an
axpensive  intmcdection to the =eason
when their engine overheated and blew
after %2 a lap! Ab the end of lap 2 Apache
and Uno Mint wera still scrapping For the
overill [ead having pulled oul quite &
margin on British Buzzard and Pobjoy
binl. Scanlite and Haol Gossip wers still
leading Class 1T with Carlo showing that
he had lost pone of his rough weather
driving abllity by pushing past Scanlite an
several necosions —nooean Faat Fora boat
with half Scanlite’s power, When Concord
and The Infernational Faclor compleied
their second lap they balh slowed past the
comunittes bont in the forlorn hope That
e vace would be curlailed - nooway lods,
this iz a UW.E.CLE A, racel Tarry Evans
sensibly decided to call it & day there and
then, and Tony Lelwich plodded on a little
further before retiting.

Lraoked il Feed Pipe
Ax the conditions changed from bad (o
worsa, o the relirements came o, Lody
Arran’s Skean Dhu deparied as did Pobjoy
Wint, the latter blowing an engloe afler

Migel Powell making am exclling debut in Haol Gossip

gamely racing on with a crocked oil faed
pipe fo the lurho-charger that happened
on the 2nd lap, and Apache alse blowing
an engine inits brave attempts o keep up
with Mr, Pobjay. By the end ol the raee all
but eight baals had retired and it is intee-
eiting to ponder thal of thoge sighi, five
were. purpose  built  offshore  racing
machines, the other thres were [amily
cruisers, UK.O.HA. had decided to
throw the race open to s own Family
cruizer clasz, indesd our own intrepid

Waler Skier & Mowererall une 1579

associate  editor Sue Drinkwater was
allowed fo ride shotgun on Geofl Lindsay's
Fletcher Zingaro unlil it stopped to pick
up the driver of the stricken Kaydore and
waz subsequently forced fo relire with a
broken cockiail cabinel - seriously!

Dwverall race honoues weant Lo Do Min
which also took Class I, followed hy
British Buzzard the only remaining Class
Il contender, Peter Bloomfield drove an
exemplary race foofake Class I overall
from Migal Powell seho look 1,

RESULTS

Clasg | isl Uno Minr - [k Polsjay 1.45 10 mce
averdae 48,48 Enols

Glass 11 18t Aritfah Yezeerd — R, Al 1.90.44
race averaEs 4857 Knids

Cluse 111 131 Dwverall and L2 100 Scandie — P
Eliomfield. 1.55.01 mice aversges 34,08
kniats

2red Clvmrall and 151 106 Hior Gossip - N
Powell 1.650,43 mceawrnes 11 42 knots

Ord Crerndl amd 2rd Elle Tongerine Sk
HoaArmsimng XA8.33 resd avernop
BA.TT knnlx

ULE.OLGH. A, FAMILY CRUISER CLASS

Iet Dveralls 1810 Class B Tesce Checkout - . Svmos
1-38.30 rooe average 2500 knol=
and Ovemall: 151 Closs C Knipo of Homdde - | Moarn

E AL BT rece averags 2101 ksdls

Lt filass & Extendir- G Steward, 2.10.91
riE averpes 17 44 kKoo

Ard Civerall

la:fighling from the Pobloy boats!



