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Mobody was surprised when BMay Zrd dawned a5 a2 cold
Blustery day, aiter all, isn’t that the vraditional weather for

this opening race of the season? Mineteen boats braved the
start fine, with only two aon-starters, Robert Cock and Ginger
Donoboo im Sousglicde have obwvioasly reached the conelusion
that they no [onger have 1o risk imminent parsonal injury,
and large repair bills, 1o prove their rocing ability to fellow
compebitors. The sickening thimg s that they are |.'IFI'.I|.'I-3|:I|'|l' w

right!

T alwsnrs at the [irst cace 1L 18 :jl_":A_:
ooseR Ome new boats, Sar i
sponsors, indesd LLELOB A were
del:_-_"ll:n_'-'j ta welenme Ted Tolerman as
cwarall sponsor for the event. Class LD
ww twer new Phantoms, '"fva Watches™
driven by [an Bicate, and “'Fayanagin®
driven by the Toleman twans, Clins Jonas,
ales a neweomar, ook 10 the waier inoa
25" Fletcher powsred by owin Mero,
Clasz 112 alse had some new faces in
farm of CGeorge R i Arivimg
Barry Donkwaters boat of last season
now re-chrstensd “Hoobed Again®, as
well oz Grabam Stuart in "Marshan
Warrior', Adam Youngsr In “Bosscat™,
and Mike Jones in “Koickers”, Brooe
Mazh i= certainly not a new faca, but he
i Bave & pew 21" Phantom called
"Lendon and Manchester Asmurance™
anel also his wiefe Syell as navigator for the
first timmie

1 1

{44 [=]

Bruge and Awvril Nask In Londaon & Manciestsr Assurance.
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[1 was espocially qood o see @ couple
of naw B boats cut for the first tims,
both are Mashans, with “The Areful
Deodner” spocting a Yamaaa k& -::rll:_|i|' b
the first of itz kind to race in this ola
“Hydraphobia'' the roore  bseal
Mercery, and 11 wall proee anointecesting
comparizon throughou: the year. Baoth
were unfortunately forced to retire at this
event dug Lo heavy seas,

[n all, twelve boats were forced bo
retice after the first lap, which was not
anly  a  pefleciion of  the  weather
conditions, bt alsa included o biberal
sprinkling of first  race  mechanical
problems. Ferer and Jan Armstrong in
“Aphrodigae” had a nasty moment wien
they “'stuffed” their 23" vig on the sscond
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watar was forced up inside their helmets,

anel the segulung black aeyes drew many &

joka about hostand and wife feams. This
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was the first time that either Perer or Jan
mad exponenced the problem of goang
through a wawe rather than cver it and
both agreed that they would not like 1o
i 18 AERIT IO A DTy

The Solent is a most confusing area for
evien the best of navigatars, and this year
saw a mast unfortunate mix-up resulting
from two buoys being similarly named,
Toe course called for boats o tum
argund Morth-East Byde Middle, but at
speeds i opxcess of 50 mph i 15 not
surprising that three boats mistook North
Eyds Middle for the correct mark and
carried an toe mace confident that they
wars on course, Aphrodisiac realised their
arror and retoened, Losing valuable tme.
This Left only the Toleman twins and Tan
Birnie an the wrong course, and sadly
resulied in their eventual disqualification
[t fosr be strested that this is a constan
prablem an this area of water, |
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1. Splash Down

Fhotos by

H. Mash

{1, Btuart

£ Dlash
M, Murning

Countess of Arran R Trigg

D, Graham-Smith P Warnar

Julian Falstead

LS arg



- -
- .. -
- " M —" =
- —
-._ - -

= =y
i _....anE--—__
- .
-
s
-2 L =

Exefting compotiton between Fayanagin and Pobjoy Mint Two

scattered overy way you look, and have
distinctly illagitle names,

Whilet all thiz was happening a1 one
pad of the souwrse, Lady Arran and Boger
Trigg were having Fun and games at the
celeer in Skean Dhu Fiona stopped close
o a buoy to check ane of ler angines,
and succesdad in tipping Reger overboard
as he inspegted the problem. Although
tha story was funny in the I|:I|i::-:]. Fruana
et terrfied av the time that Roger had
bean caught between the boal and buoy,

t owas most relieved to see him bob
fely to the surface unburt. It (s at times
such as this when all drivers are tnstantly
awara, and glad he stringent safety
slations thar insist on fully padded

-
ey

Fater Eloomf,

lifejackets and helmets being worn

The race was Tinally callad to a halt
after a gale warning was recereed in Race
Contral. Perer  Bloomfield  and  tle

oleman twins wen: so busy battling it
aut with each other for first position that
neither neticed the cortailment flag, and
Blithely carried on into the distance,
Eventually they wars brought to a halt by
cne of the marker boats, and in was then

thar the issue conceming Morth-East
Ryda Middle ame 10 lighe
Mfear droving a  superh  race the

Toleman: were understandably upsst to
find they had misde a onavigational error,
but their position had to be officiably

wing Class 1T in Pobjoy Iing il

sorted out s a gmistake would have puat
svery other boat’s championship ponts
dispute,

It is dranic that Peter Bloomield was
forcad fa Pt in a protest, Peter Bas besan
an excellent diplomat with Class 111 for
many wears and usvally glears up any
dispute wall before an official protest =
necessary. This time the problem conld
not b awoided, and by the end of the
evaning the race committes bad decided
that  both  “Awvia  Watches”  and
“Fayamagin® must be dizqualif Both
crews had driven supechly in new boats,
and -:i_fsp'_'_-: some bad luck thiz time, look
well set o provide  exciting  moing
thronephaut the coming seazcon. i

Flrotas by Jultan Felsieed,
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