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A Round vp of the offshore senson
From lan Bifnie

Boat MNeme: Miss Avia Watches
Dreiver: Lan Birnic
Movigaters: Alan Baldwin and
Greham Stuart
Boat Make: Phantom 23°
Engines: 2x175hp Mercory
Resulis 19581 1st TEOBA
Championship Class 111 15t
LKOBEA Championzship Class 1LY
Lat Overall Poole Bay Trophy; Lao
11T Southern Speed; 1=t 111D
Brighton: Zod [TID Fowey
Bponsors: Avie Walches; Clifton
Jowellers & West Centre Hotel,
London

Far nll of ws invedved in of falore
racing and indeed, any compeditor in
wny sport, e close season is o fime of
approisal, of repair, of reassessment
and of Trustration, In the highly
competilive world of Clazs 3, every
year brings up the guestions of what
hull forme and what engines o use Lz
b i el amongst the pots, For os, the
choics of 1 monehull wis, b o large
extent, dictated by necding o run well
in worse Lhan average conditions as
well as to fly in dhe flee. We had buile
up a good deal of confidenee in

Phandam nned bseheed forwacd Lo
putlling it well to the test ni the
gpening of fshore race in Poole on May
Had, With 1he nat inconsiderable
backing of Peier Scoyvesant for the
UKEOBA races in 1951, the
acrutineering and briefing for the Poale
Buy Bace teok place at the Poole
Hurhour Yacht Cluly, before boats and
drivers hended Tor dhe siarl line aff
Bournemauib.

As with most vears, anly a few of the
axpected new rigs made this firsl race
vienue; quite a lot of interast was
generated by the arcival of the
Toleman twins, who lookel sel Lo
Lhrash all of vz in 30 and who brovght
their 26 food. Phantomn mona for che
vough races az well as o newly
propared 25 foot Cougar multihuoll for
the flad ones, AL Poole, they neaded all
the rough weather copability and belp
that they could get because the
conditions weren'lL desperacely good
atd many of the Class 3 rigs didn't
e @l as far as the start line, There
iz am gwlul ol of send at the entrance
to the Haven and somé of our
compelibors rediacovered it Poole also
saw bhe debat of Lhe newly painted,
Jaguar engined, Limit Up Team,
running Lhis year in the colours of

Peter Stuywvesant but they duln’l make
thie stare either. not due to the sand
Lhouggh,

After cwo very rough and
uncambortably bumpy laps of Poole
By, Alan Baldwin and 1 conk the flag
in Mizs Avia Watches, much Lo our
delight while the Tolemans took second

their best, resole all season as i
happened — and Paul Sinclair took
third slob in Gus [t only o be
disgualificd later for running illegal
waber plekaups, This did nod help
Paul’s frame of mind and he ran all the
rest of the season in Class 2 or 1,
wherever he could zee most points
corming s way.

Raging gales

For many of us, the pretty Cornish
town of Fowey was only a pame on o
mirp aeatil the offshore circuws
descended upaon it on the spring benk
holiday for the second race in the
Stuywesant TREOLA series,

Tha locals certainly threw all they
had into the srganisalion of the race —
and the zocial side too — but even they
couldn 'L arrange the weather, After the
long haul by rosd dows to the tip of
Fngland, race day corme and went, with
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gales raging o e Western
Appraaches and the decision Lo min on
the Sunday was only marginal, The
new 23 fool Phantom made ibs dehot
and left what might be described as a
fitrn impression in people’s minds Lhit
it bz prenl potential.

How right they were, The Class 4
hays turned wp in force at this event
anc had o marvellously spectacular it
even more uncomfortahle ride than we
did but honours really went e Howird
Wredham, who started his winning
streak in 30 with the 21 oot Phantom
hooll, Computer Autemation, Les
Walling linsied second in Propercy
Growth Assuranee gnd the Paonel
brothers came home a batbered thind.

Clur Lhird race of the season was
haek in the Salent for the Tolaman
spansored Southern Speed Trophy and
at D=ty Che weatlher started o behave
correctly, Colm witers inside Lhe
Wight made for good racing und il was
A wolenme retiern to John Craxford's
Closs 2 diesel eat, Romans Sabre who
took the honours in his class and we
foak Lhie bomours in Clazs 11D from
Barry Drrinlewater and Len & Jane
Hall, in Eay McEnhill's old mono rig

now paned Tuckoonia, Paul Sinclair
wis undueky aein and che ondy real
iishap of the race wns when Roberd
Cook in Aquaglhide took the high road
over Ted Stendler in bus 30 Stoart
Fyfe, Ah well Kobart, keep Laking the
pills?

For us, the PulneyCalais race was
not one of sur more successiul oulings
il witsn 't too good for Peter
Stuvvesanl's catamaran eicher, Wich
Mike Daxford, Tim Powell, sl Wile
Mintle hungiad in among the life rotis
and rodor refleciors, eight miles of
Thames waz enough to kindle nol one
bt bwo transter gear boxes and they
could b seen pulting oul the engine
hateh covers in fine style

Congrratulacions to Les Walling on
his first win — and overall tao — Eddie
Geoadwin the only [ class to Bnish (he
coarrse and po Steve Pile in Capital
Hitele's for winning Class 3B, Chaite an
event in itsalf

W bad all of us hoped for full
Buropenn Championship points status
for the 38 bove in Poole but Lhis
turne=d oul Lo e a nos-event in that
respect due tooa dearth of foreign
competitors; Bill Matcham and Terry
edzes trieed oh so hard co get hold of
Irizh licences bt where were all you
Fuwro tvpes in 28 Yon musl be ouof
there somewhere, @0 come in next time
pleaze, oll iz Forgiven! Things weren't
exactly zmooth in the other divisions
ol Claxs A aither; higgest disaster was
Bosat wiping out, happily without too
much injury to life or limb bat our
Waterlao came off Boacombe, We
seemed to o power very quickly and
when Alan Baldwin climbed over the
tramsom Lo take a look, there it was —
gane! We seemed bo have losh g
vomplete gear hox and half the engine
trunk soif vea're looking for & Lefo

hand rotation hox, complete with 287
prop, you can find i6 about five cohies
to the zouch of Bostombe Pier.

By complete contrast, the Peler
Stuyvesanl Brighton Marinag Race
proved to be a setbing where
ewrerything went right tor everyone —
or nearly evervone. After a season of
problemas, the Stuyvesant monalull
aclually worked for three whoele laps,
feading the field in the flat calm, before
it expired with something nasty
happening below, Tan Bowsell also
proved to be an exception to the rule
by inverting his 21 food Phantom in
the Aattest of all conditions and Paul
Sinclair Look every advantoge of Pidor
Stuyvessnl's demise Lo take Clazs 1
honoues and points, A whole ook
could be written about Brighton this
year, for it was arguably the beet race
of the seazon. Steve and Andy Bourn
hail thedr first win of the season in
Paco Homes — a Class 3C Phantom —
and Hobert Cool brought oul hiz new
54 Toob Aquaglide in anger, hoving
only just warmed L up in the Cancer
Heseareh Baee earlier. Althoogh it
owes a good deal to his Cougar STF rig,
ltoberd has designaed much of this new
koat himself and the funny thing is —
in profile it looks just like its ltcle
predecessor,

Welcome neweomer

For me, Brighton produeced one of
the closest finishes: ever with only
saponds between che first five bonls,
Racing in the calm certainly has
prlvantages and we jusl beal Pelee
Bloomfield in hizs ageing Pobjor Mint
Two with weleome neweomer, John
Clarke, third in one of Lhe new 25 (oot
Phantom monos. Peter Armatrong
teserves o special mantion for his
organisation and for the parade
throwgh the town centre; it must have
oz 3 Lol of gocd Tor Che sport.

Mozt of the Closs & beaoms would
cather forget the Round Island race
thiis veser; come bo Lhank of i, there
aren’t many Closs 1 oor 2 dreivers who
lowved it much — o its CTC sister and
there wis moch hulfing and puffing
about who should start with whom and
whietlier the races should have been
started ab all. Ooly & handiul of boats
finished in either race and as always, @
was Lhe race committes that caught
maost of Lhie faeck. 1o ain't sasy baing
an organiser but that day. it wes just o
Bt preferable to being a compatitaor
and vou eian Lake my word Tor that.
For Tovobw, the dey turned out fo be o
bt of & damp squil as their lasg
sponsorship of this sbill greal weskend |
but the general concensus of opinion
was Chat mayhe we shouldn’t have
barizn sharbed so early in the dav. For
the Stuyvesont Team, their luck was
Ll out and having punched a gaping
hole in their Coogar cal Dhe week
before in Poole, their mono expired on
the Solent loop with no go
characberisiics, Mol good!

Brixham was the usual Tun with the
Fox brothers winning their 3C division
in a brand new boat; good to zee Ted
Teleman win his firsl race of che
seazon and the Joguar engines lasl Lhe
pace at last. Len and Jane Hall also
senredd o Lhedr oo bioal and the
higgest hexard of the race was the
miirk of f Torguay and in Torbay. Gerv
Brazicr almost sank his alaminiem
Clazs 2 cat and the foreign enbrants
saw some real Devon hospitality ok the
Brixham Yacht Club: — or was il the
[rperialt

The zeazon came o a spectarular
close for all of us in the Solent for Lhe
apithead Trophy Rsce, The waler
maide the Round [sland look colm!
Arnal all the mayhen, the bard luck
story of Lhe day had e be abouk Joe
Marenghi in Have Mo Fenr; first he
rieseued the unhappy Ginger Donchoo
amd Boherl Cook whe watched
helplesaly as their Agquaglide was
assaitlted by fire, water ond the
attentions of Lhe fiee float before being
taken in tow by Don and Jamie Shead
who just happened o be there and
hipving heaped up enough exeitement
tor one day, later nosed s own rig
into the inheapitable waters of Lhe
Lglent. Mot that Robert exactly
ezcaped unscathed with massive
damage to his pride and joy, After all
his ligrd work and effort — to say
nothing of hard cash — L was
heartbreaking for all of us to ook al
Ll wreckage aftarwards; iL really was
o mEess

Life did not go smoothly for us
either. Our season elimaxed with a
lengthy protest being lodged against
uz, guoting some ebeoure rule Lhat
apparrently did not necessarily apply.
Just another exapmple of the constant
variety offered by offshore racing Lo iLs
follvwers! S liere we go again — shall
it. he mono or cat, inhaard or outkseard,
wood or glazs, Class 3 or Class 2 — bul
this s whers [ came ing

1981 OFFSHORE
NATIONAL
CHAMPIONS

Cliss TTT Owveeall: Eobert Coole; John
Uroxford: Faul Sinclaie. Class It Ted
Toleman:; Tim Fowell, Class 11: Robart
Cook, Johe Craxford, PaSinclair,
Mational Croiser Class A" David
Graham-Smith; Alan Webl: Mike
Lbowel.

CLASS 111 NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

Class 1T1B: Bill Matchwm (Liriver);
Terry Hedges iMNavigatorl; Class 111
Howard Wretham {Dieivers John
Hedges (Navigator); Class 1TT0: Peler
Bloomficld (Deiveck; Jim Baker
{Mavigatorl,

Dvernll Champion Deiver; Howard
Wretham; Owvernll Chimgdon
MNavigaior: John Hedges

DECEMEER 1951
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