Phato: Golin Tayior Sroductios

Perer Miooamfiold

b=

Beware: once hooked on
powerboat racing you will
never escape. If yvou wish to

become a lifetime addict,
read on,

Seieineg

Firstly, one must join a club afliliaged o
the BY A such as the Roval Motor, Roval
Southern, Allhallows, Varne or ol coalrse
UKCOBEA. 1L is particubarly wweelul 1o join
UKOHEA because, not only Tive they sef
themselves up 1o become Sthe saticnal
Clul® s opposed tooa logal eluk, b,
nece importanily, membership of

LIR A |'|-\.'-|'l:‘- where it matters mosk, a0
sizp gl LIKOHEA Deganises six raocs
cach vear and memi=ers obdan a dizeount

on cach entry foe,this discount maore thin

culweiglhs e membership Tec,

Seak advice

It pavs 1o pe/pood advice early anad pour
club shoubd Belp o guide vou in the right
direction, WEOBEA have a pranted card
which explains all the classes, both riscing
and cruiser. our choice of calsgory will
Figve 1 %0 wourr pockel @nd your
ambitian but, when won work ool vour
budger wateh ou, vou will probably
urncherestimate By somse £2,000 1o B4, 000,
It will pr Iy pars you o by @ well sci-
up second hand Boar for your Nirs
wensaon, e kinks should have been ironed
o, Eut, f vou sl on having a boal
fitned oun Irom mew, exlrEc every ounce
of inlormacion Trom e manefaciurer ol
1R bl He should kot the besr engine
iz, leight, propeller size and weight
distribution. Then., mesl imporiant o all,
gol w pod enginocer 10 Tin The boar cul,
Bodge-ups” by inespenenced engineers
ool rices angd cost Dollkyrs

Werppnivrg werliiinr the roles

e comenidbed oon Baat, s prudlent oo

£l hald of the current ruls book issued
b the BY AL You should ask the BY A

e e

[ Fevwerhoar Saction telephaone Waokong
2y for o Ldoeace Aggilicadion o and
at the same thine ask o e allacaed a
bcear Race Mumber, Quickly boak a
medical with wour doctor, take the form
with youa 1o the doctor who will sign it
stating vour medical fimess, Fill inoche
remaining questions and send the Torm 1o
voar Cluly Secretary together with o
cheque made et 1o the RY A for either
L3 Basic Liconce for O Tshare Clircuwin
Racing (OCRY or L350 National Licence
lor Class 1, 2 & 3 and Cruiser, plus a
stamped envelope addressed 1o the RY AL
The Club Secrstarywill counter-aien Vo
application giving the Club seal of
appréssl that you are @ fit person 1o be
allowed tao race, The form and cheque will
thes be sent 1o the RY A wha, o tim,
will Baue @ Racing Licence and will send
vou it Bule Book [ree of charge. (ME 1P
vol apply for o UIM Rule Book befare
applying for a Licence you will have o
may £3 for the book]., A laree proparion
of wour livence Fee pays For Third Fariy
I TATHCE

Your licercing status

Ta race Mationally in O Tre Circwil
Racing caly the driver nesds a fasic
Licenee, whereas i Class [, 2 & 3 oo
crew members musl bave S
Licences, whilst in eruisers only the Delver
aced have a Meriesra! Licenee, but all

od e crew members should hold o
Passenper Livenos to oover 1 lird Pariy
Insurance.

flowing Up
AW INTERSATHIMNAL LICENCE is
mEcessary il vou wish o compele m
Eurgpean of World Championship Baces.
Cienerally, 1o ebiain a&n Inrernaticnal
Licence one musl eompiete satisfactorily in
three races and obrain the sigregore of 1he
Bace Crginiser al cach of these evenis,
then youar lognee can be upraced by the
R A fier the exira fee ol £27.

I3 ol [e this rule put vou ofl though,
for example, the Waorld 38

i

Championships in Guernsey will be the
pivieed race of e season so there will only
e e riges Beelorehand. o these
circumstances specinl dispensation will be
granted by the Offshore Bacing
Commities (RO w0 vour experience will
be raken inte aceount and yvou will most
surcly e pranied an Intermtional
Lacence. The CHELC |'l|'i.".l."'r'\- L0 ETCDLITaES
growvih ol the spost sather than deter it,

Paleeting the bost

Strict rules apply 1o painting numbers on
hegits, for OOCR (or Class 4, the exact
dimensians wilh ke Found i the B
bookler called PBI issucd by the EY A
upn application. Cruser rules aee alse (O
be Found in PRI, bath QOER and Croisers
are British Classes only, nodod el Couniry
yel races these boats. The remaining
Cliasses 1, 2 & 3 are recognised
incernationally and are _g_m-ernu:l h}' the
LI Offshore Rules booklet. Ruale 0T
explaing the Race Numbser pagticalacs for
Classes |and X whilss Buke 745 applics (o
Class 3,

Sign writing must be kepdaway from
Hace Mumbers ln BEI, thess minimum
dimensicns apgé explained in BEule 10 under
the heading *ADVERTIS MG i the
Cieneral Rules Section. For Classes 1, 2 &
3 Bule 25031 applics. Take care, read
carefully, it cosis money Do repaint boarts.
WA The roce number on the bow should
bie read from the helmsman's position,

National Flag

The MNaticnal Flag, either an ensign or &
Unicn Jack may either be flown on 3
shorl flag peole on the boat or may be
painied on either snde ol the loull. Thers
are specilic dimensions Tor each class 1o
b Fond B0 the appropriate rule books,

Boat megsuremant

Chiree the race numbers and {lags are n
e d rhe sIeCTIng, scats, [ow v,
navigation hghis, engine and Moel tanks
are installed then wou musl call ina
measurer who will measurg your boat 1o




see thal ol complies with the minimum
length Tfor the class, that the engine is
correct and homologated, that the sign
writing 1% withua the mles and he will
advize on the guality of the installation
with safery paramocunt in his mind. A Lis
ol measurers can be Found in PBL and
they are entalled 10 charge a foe,
particularly in respect of travel,

Marndatory egeiperant

Actull ist ol compulsary equipment can
e found in both PE] and UM bookleis,
they differ slighily amang 1he classes bt
Ly fiave Lo be compleed with bor sialegy
and insurance purposes, Helmets and
lifejackers have 1o be sirong and effective,
baars must carry a compass, anchor, fine
extimzunsher, Tares, First aig kin, radar
reflecior, torch, long rope, sea anchar, 2
paddles, Tog horn, bilge pump and
rieviganicar lighis,

{at the hest svlmgsr i o

11 wou hope 1o bead or even win & race,
welling @ compiess swung by @ professional
is essential, 1 is mo wopd bosing your way,
in any case, ot cach race you have o
shonw @ curreny deviaton card (dated
within the last yvear and sizned by an
axperi}. Before vou ‘swing the compass
fix everyihing in the boai, be “race ready®.
Even your spare tool kit and propellers
misn fe insralled becanse magnene metal
placed in the b alter The ‘swing™ can
undo all the good work of the compass
man. | have known a spanner placed in
the spmie spor bu with 1he head Tacing the
ather wav, change 1he compass by 107 A
R S ggesiinm s 1o mark (e spanners
wilh colonred and plice them in the
boal the spme wiy every time. |5 vou have
1o maeve anvihing alier e “swing’, tesr b
I3y peassang 1f over The Compass 14 ses ils
elfect. A compiass swing could cost vou
20 — £20 depending upon distance
travelled, MNIE Whilsn recing do non carry
metal imovour clothime, 1§ can lesd yon
astray if 1he compass is aflected

Entaring races
A list of all the races can be obrained
fromn the BYA o UKORA, simply write
or ielephone the organising club for each
race and ask them o send you the Race
Entry Torm and Advance Programme.
There 3 a closang date, approximately, 7
1 claws hefore aich race, and enires
alier that closing date will corry a
surcharge. It pavs 1o enter carly, woa will
then recerses mstructions early ancd may
well appoar in pre-race publicity which
should plense vour sponsar.

Freparing fora raoe

Races are won by the amount of good
sensible effon that is pat into your race
preparation — BEFORE YOLDCROES
THE START LIME, There is no
substituge for hard work, preparation,
praciice, dedicatkon, atention 1o detail
And determunateon. There s no mngx:
farmula. :

Mo nes to cheal!

D i hsten MO Ehe wasssicres who
whisper in vour ear that ‘loe Blopgs has
teni his engine’ or that there is a secrel
wiy 10 hot-up® & engine and witivour
which you stand né chinge. Bumours thit
wou need fo cheat ape UNMTRUE! The
specd of @ boar can be dramatically
mnproved by balangcing it properly, zeiting
the enging fited af the best height on the
transom, finding the most effective
propeller shape and picch and a1 e same
time learning how taodrive i aqed 1o trim
Lz engine 1o abtain maximuom speed, It
takes lots of money 1o bend cngines” ki
1 Likes only boaers ol me 1o s2lup a
bt o Faster, 1 know which [ prefer,

Lraer 't feave anytiiing hehing

11 helps 1o miakes o check list of everyihing
which you have 1o take 1o 2 race, this
includes such things as compulsory
EQUIpNEENE, leences, mensrement
cerbilieante, compass deviation card wmd
imporiant ivems such as funnel, oil,
props. nuis, washers, woeels, chan af the

course and even money

What o expact
Do vour navigation homewark (as sed ool
in race instOuCLions) before vou 20 0o the
race. AL the race vou will find thar the
hoars msh by and suddenly the rsce =
upan yow, Riace instroctions will tell vou
when race contrel opens, when
scrutinecring beging and ends, when
brielinge starts and when The ree sas,
and describes Tully the course, marks,
distance and laps. Alm o arrive when
race conlral apsas, Trailers have a habic
ol leiling wou doway on ghe road and
scrutineers have a habit of finding things
wromg with wour boar, =0 you nsed a
marein o error too make sure wou can
make up for lost time or correct any
CITOrs of aversighis in your poeparatkon.
The serutineers will go over your boa
amed safety equipment swith a e
tosthcomb®, they are sticklers for the
rules for wour own proceciion and thar of
wir revals. Breling s simply & gels
iogether of all the competitors, drivers,
navigatars and throtile men who answer
the eoll call and receive final insienclions
troan the Ofteeer OF the Day, bMake sure
v understand clearly every important
degail such as= which side of the starn boat
o Are fo be [:-q:-:illf-:-u.ed. Wrale down the
name of the start Goat, have all the
instruction ags to hand in case the
corrse 15 shorened or the race is sopped
el Your bBrion Becomes scrambBled as
soon as the flap drops and as fifty boats
leap Torward ar the star *all hell les
s’ Waour meliculous preparaion now
beging Lo pay ofF as your memory leaks
ke a sieves




