racing, as we know it boday, had

Aits' undenied birth in the TISAL It

began in 1956 with the late Sam Griffith

and Capt. Sherrman ‘Red' Cose staging the
first Miami to Massau race.

High-zpeed motor competition on the
ooean has since attractod a world-wade
following. Five years afver itz birth, the
first Daily Express Cowes/Tomuay race
launched the sport in the UK. This
anthusiazm was later followed in several
ather European countries together with
South Africa and fustralin, but what 15
lesz famndliar and seldom referred to in
mferance books on offshore powerboat
1acing are the ongins of a category which
was o Decome aven more popular wnder
the title of Class 111

Some Amedean offshore drivers fesl
that offshare racing in erafe as lctle as
1&Et, overall is madnes. Risks there
maybe, and in fact locking back on the
firgt Class [0 race fow will deny it was a
crazy affair, out what it lacked in size it
dlso lacked in expense and this is parhaps
the main reason why Class 11 bepame the
worlds most popular affshom category.
But it is unfortunate that the class has
never  been  accepted in the sporis'
American birthplace,

Lack of interest in the USA i parhaps
understandable, When an American driver
exarnines the European sceme, he tends to
compare the availability of eguipment
and its cost in the LA,

Until the advent of the Class [ Cougar
mtamaran, the majonty of Class [ and 10
craft whare American built and all still
have American engines. Meardy all Britsh,
[talian and MSustrabian dovers bave to rely
on these outfits which are  extremnely
costly outgide the USA,

Mot only are the builders conveniently
gituated in  their homeland  thersby
alifpinating  ocustoms  duty  and  freighe
charpes, the actual  outlay for an
American  deiver  relative to income
probably represents less than 50 per gent
af the price paid by a Brotish, [abian or
fustralian enthusiast, Thiz i= the prime
reason why all Class [ craft, such ae
Cipararies and Berirams, raced ouwtside
Americt have In:.hl'.g since  passed  their
prima. Most have seen several owners and
any less than two years old are considarad
relatively moderm and warth real mopney
o the hame market

Clazz [11 iz g differant story. The ceaft
here  are  avergrown heame prriocieaed
rumabouts of, as in the case of the UK
and  Australia,  band-boflt weooaden
catamarans which are extremely fast, The
yery fact that thay ave built logally and

(_""-_ fazs [ and II offehore powsrboat

give a graater Tetum for a much smaller
initial nvestment.

Although organised cffshare
powerboat racing did not exist in the UK
before 1961, the modern production
rumabont was in its heyday. Most awners
usad them for gkiing or fun boating, but
spme  divers soon tited and  began
compseting against cther manabout owners
in frtendly cormpatition.

Runabont producers wears alga keen ta
find a means of gaining publicity for their

L& Waterskier and Powersadt
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(PART 1)

This month we begin a two part series on the origins of
Offshore racing in Great Britain. Few people realise how
recently the sport had its advent, or that it was a direct result
of a small bet between two boating enthusiasts in 1962. 1t was
from this humble start that organized racing as we know it

developed.

Chpens eddlized Bl enavatfede o Qe o tisimg,

Rulls. Al were rying o compets
commercially  and needed  proaf  of
seagoing abilivy. Until the early sixties the
anly way of attracting such publicity waes
tc embark on ambitioos offrhore voyages
between England and Evrape: the maost
popular  being across  the Channel to
France. Bul even these wentures lacked
Press expodun: alter it bocame almedt an
ayery day ococurrence. Howaver, such
voyages did have a sieong bearing on the
introduction of Class [11

A about the same time as the first
[aily Express Cowes/Torgoay race was
being orgamised, one such publicity

Hesember Demeaber 1980

seeking runabout cruize was taking place
with lar less glory. The craft involved was
a little Laft (4.88m) runabaut Xnown as a
Healey Corvetts which, powered bor a pair
af 45hp Mercury cutboards, was heading
far Sweden via the Epglish Channel, the
Eurcpean Canals and Baltic Sea. Aboand
was Geoffrey Tobert and Clive Curtis
Bath were in the marine retail business.
Geafl Tobert had been selling outboards
while Clive Curtis ran a maring retal
cutlet in West London, Their intenticn
was to set a distance recard foroa small
runabout far abowe the unimaginative
Channel erossings which by thiz time



Left to right; Tobert, Qurtis, Bwlman, Brain.

wore  being attempted in smooth  sea
conditions, often in unseaworthy craft,
and henea of little marketing value.

The plan was io draw actention to
British built runabouts, using Armerican
engines, by travelling the furthest ever in
a amall powerboat — aver 1000 miles —
and ealling &t a5 many counines as
possibde, The crew hoped that success and
resulting publicity would increase sales at
both  the businessss.  Unfortunately,
although the baat reached Badenkop in
Langeland, Denmark, rough sweather
provented the trip continuing actoss the
Baltic: to Sweden apd the vovage was
abandoned.

P —

Toboer! and Buwlman in Snow Goose,

Some meonths  later, the Healsy
Comette was on display at the Landan
showroom of Clive Curtis, It was covered
inn stickers Goasting the countries which it
had called giving the craft the appesrance
of an internatianal cally car.

The display happened to be seen by
the well known British manne actist,
Edward Elligt. The Healey Corvette was
for zale, bt Elliot, needing a new craft
fram which to work on his canvasses,
lightheartedly disbelieved i3 seagoang
capabilities and distance travelled. He
therefore offerad an unuswal deal that ha
would complete a transaction at the
asking price on condition the beat weould
take him ©o France and back. Curtis,
being a tough seaman and not wishing to
piss the chance of a fale, agreed.

The pegotiations  took  place 0o
February 1963 hardly the season fior
tranguil trips round the Thames Estwary
and acress  the southern Morth Sea
Mevertheless, amangements were made
and within a few days Baltic Spray - as
the craft was called was trailed to a
slipway near Putney Bridge where most

mnabout owners in Londom  once
launched their craft
Curtis with Elliot as pasenmger

soon had the eraft underway and within
five hours, afver stopping at the South
East coastal port of Ramsgate to refuel,
crossed the Channel in a force 5 sea to
arrive in Calais, He went to the cafe
Welcome, the nearest hostelry, and cabled
Gaoff Tobert, his old crew member on
the Baltic run. The cable read:

“5 hours STOP 5 tanks of fuel STOP
Faree 5. Signed Curtis.”

By then Geoff Tobert had joined the
Brunswick Corporation as the European
representative for Chwens runabouts and
cruiters and here, he thowght, was an
ideal opportunity 1o attract publicity for
his new line.

Curtls retumed o the UE, completed
tha deal with Elliet and resumed business.
Tobert, however, cguld not  resist
challenging the five hour crossing and
made a £3 bet on racing him from Putmmey
to Calais excapt that the money would go
to the first driver to complete the
two-way  crossing back  to Lomdon
thereby doubling the distance.

Clive Curtis had meanwhile been made
an agent for the Owans eraft Tobart was
factoring and  this rupabout was an
obwicus choice for the dusl which ha
accepted,  Although both  Boats  weree
identical, Curtiz chose a single 7Shp
Evinrude — the largest QMO engine at
that tire — whils Tobart remained loyal
to a pair ol 45hp Mercury cutcoards of
the type he had used oo the Baltic trp
ane year sarliar.

HElmEs wene N0 meceisary

It was abvious that such an informal
competition, which was unueseal to say
the least in the eves of the unspecialised
pressg, would gain far mocre publicity than
the earlier sea marathons,

The two contendars decided to invits
gther memibas of the madne trade fo
join i It would at Jeast prove which
make of boat eculd complete the top in
the shortest time, and in doing so,

Waterzkier and Powercradt

determine the fastest seagodng production
runabaut, and hopefully capture a large
dice of the retail pleasire boat market for
its bulldaz,

The responze and enthusiasm o this
225 mile offshore marsthon was quite
incredibla, but it was obwious few had
any idaa of the dangess involved. The
Thames Estuary with its sirang tides and
sandbanks is hazardous even to large
seagoing wesels with experienced crews,
but it i ewen more dangerous to small
pleasure boats piloted by unexpecting
enthugiasts mora  familiar with inland
riwers and lakes. The course insida the
notorious  Goodwin  Sands i also
dangerous and the English Channel kas a
world-wide reputation for changing fram
a flat ealm to herofic conditicns within a
matter of hours. HNevertheless, 25
runabout buildars decided to apply.

It should be remmembered that entoy
was limited to members of the marina
teade, This iz an important factor
axplained later = far there iz little doubt
that the race and the breed of runabouts
it emcouraged has zinee had a lasting
effect on the design of small pleasure
baats wsed throughout the wosld foday,

Many craft were unsuited for the open
zea. Even small flat bottom hydroplanes,
dangercus in all but clam seas, arrived at
Putney on that May day in 1962 for what
wasg then the world's longast avent.

The Thames rowing club - scene of
the farmous Osxford and  Cambridge
University boat race — was chosen as race
headquarters with its atmecsphere of past
pleasure boating where man used his
muscla for speed. Many members of the
Thames Rowing Club in singlets and
sharts watched in armazement on the ave
of the race at the type of cralt arciving
for this epic cress Channel event,

Unlike cfishore tace organissrs today,
oificials had mno experience of the
problems the race would held. Crash
helsmats were not introduced in British
cifshore powerboat racing until several
years later, but porhaps mest Interesting,
was the fact that life jackets were nat
cbligatory and only recommended. Ho
driving licences existed and hence boats
and crews were uninsueed against thard
party misks. Bafety equipment was also
caly recommended. Most oraflt did carey
flares but Few crews used life jackets and
only five boats had any mechanical means
of cearing water which would come
aboard as spray or through split holls
Instead, they carried crude buckets or
bailers

The Part of London Authenty — who
gontrol  the River Thames hrad
forbidden the orqanisers to start the race
ppriver at Putney. The commitiee boat
therafore lead the group down nower at
fam. on a boght summer morning in
May 1962, The pack drove at planing
spend thraugh Leondeon until reaching the
famous Tower Bridge landmark in the
Poal. [t was here boats were flagged
WAy, &

Mext month we hear what happened
during the lest erass-Channel dash, and
how it led to the birth of ocrgeanized
i
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The differential in speed, no rules on
enging capacity — the maximum allowed
eing either two 50hp outhoards or a
single T5hp engine soan spread. the
flest. Compared to the annual Putney to
Calais today, spesds were inoredibly slow.
By the tme competitors’ reached the
Thames Estuary, where they faced the
open sea for the fiest tiree, the upriver
gecticns were littered with breken and
gnking cralt guite onable to stand the
kind of punishment being taken. Others
were heading in the wrong direction as
crows discowvered good navigation was as
important as out-and-out spesd,

The first cdover to arcse at
the South East port of Famsgats for
ro-fuelling was Clive Curtiz in his Oweans
craft crewed by Brian Briine Ewie
names that in later years were to become
synonymous with offshaore racing, (Clive
Curtis Jater pavigated Dion Aronow in his
1969 Cowes/Torquay/Cowes: victory in
the prototype Cigarette and now partners
Jarmes Beand at Cougar Maring).

Second toarmive was Geoff
Tobert in an identical cyaft with twin
cutboards, Some distance separated the
third and fourth boats. All were Caens
runabouts now  long since out of
production and 11 was olvious Geoff
Tebert had already gained a sales beneit
ower the competition. The fourth to
arriwe carpied & radio ceporter from the
BEC complete with broken tape recorder
which smashed to pieces in the frst few
it e,

To ensure all completed
the course, a British official had crossed
to France to tirne arcivals and it was with
continued enthusiasm, after a 60 minute
compulsory stay at Ramegate, that those
laft in the race-sot off for Calais in the
same order inwhich they had arrived

Mavigational erpors cost
Curtis precicus time on the cross Channel
beg and it was surprising that more boats
were not Iost. He was first in to Calais
with Tobest only slightly behind. Thirty
minutes com pulsory stap fac
refreshments  provided by the local
French Yacht Club and the stalwaris
were back on the homeward min heading
for  the secend refuelling siop  at
Ramsgate,

[t was on the cross
Channel section that Curtis really began
to suffer problems. A large split appeared
i his hull, and while slowing down 1o
bail with his bBucket, Ceafl Taobert
levalled alongside. A neck and neck hattle
followed. The split in the holl was gatting
larger by the minute, but Curtis managed
to pull ahead once again to arrive first at
Famsgate,

The boar was filling fast,
Curtis and Braine had to bail constantly
during their &0 minuts stopover b
prevent the beat sinking complately, Mo
afficial, in those daws, thewght of forcing
them withdeawal from the race and they
were. allowed b0 puet to sea in what can
anly be described as 4 totally dangerous
condition. By removing the drain plugs in
the transom, much af the water coming
theough the split — now 5ft in length
ran clear but Cuortis could not afford to
stop for fear of @nking. Geoff Tobert was

OFFSHORE,
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Last month we
London/Calais/London race. Clive Curtis and
Geoff Tobert made the trip to promote

Owens runabouts,
inspiring a field of

and found themselves

25 to compete the

following year. Only five were to return to
Putney, but at the start no one could imagine
the course would be so taxing . ..

-:_:unl:,' threr minutes astern,

Unlike the  outward
journey, competitors ware allowed 1o
race back o the odginal lawnching polne
at Putney. Cnoe the leaders entered the
river they found conditions in complete
contrast o the apen zea lor they wers
now  heading for London in relatively
calm warers of the upper tidal Thames.
Curtis T|'Ii'!'.'||3|,.||.l:l'.I3|'_.|' managed to inorease
hiz lead still further to make good the
distanes loat with his damagad hall in e
Estuary. He arrived back at Putnay five
minutes ahesd af Canff Tobert,

A5 soon as the winner
pulled into the slipway, Corris and his
codover had to jump in the water and
literally hold up the boat to prevent it

gnking and fooding  the outboard,
Meanwhile, only five of the original
gweanty-five starters  had  lasted  the

dittance, the rest retiring on the cutward
Journey to France.

The mce captured the
imaginaticn of all runabout enthusiasts
andd [t was immediately obvious that a
need existed for a new offshore class
ingorparating craft of this typa.

Me other events wees leld
during the '6G2 season but a great daal of
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cliscussian toak place. Eady in 1963 a
gqroup formed from the ooginal band of
drivers, under the leadarship of Clive
Curtls and Geoff Tobert, held a nesting
in 4 Londen public howse. They resolyved
to launch a club with the cobject of
staging similar races to the Putney to
Calais Rally. The wosld Rally had since
baen included in the title a5 the Port of
London Authority (PLA) — whe control
the River Thames waould not allow
racing unless the event was disguised a5 a
nan-competitive rally.

The 1963 compatition was
cne hundred per cent trade orentated
and contained standard production craft.
[t was therafora decided to maintain this
approach n avder that future races could
also be held as a publicity platform and a
davelaprment testing ground for builders
of production  munabouts  and  the
manufacturers of outboard . engines, All
cnities had been cutboard powerad and
thiz aspect was maintained and inchaded
in the initial roles of what was to becoms
the United Eimgdom Outboard Boating
Assacatian,

This title, 5007
pronounced [JKOBA, was  perhaps
mizleading for the word "Cutboarding”



purely applied outhoard powered craft an

the set and had ne connaction
whateoeyer  with  the  aleeady  wiall
establizshed  sport of circuit  (inland)
Tacing.

Thea 1963 Pumey to Calais
Bally was the first race held under the
UELOEN banner. Even & greaper number
antered this time tut the event had Sewers
weather conditions. Only  eight  boars
reachad the Eamsgate refuelling stop. The
opoes - Channel section was abandoned,
thrae retited and the seovivers raced back
te London over the shortened courss
with Curtis and  Brane aking  the
cheguered flag for the second wear,

The logse set of class rules
made by the new assomation  wene
explofted in 1964 by the craw of a high
powered production circuit boat o the
flat calm conditions, 1 was fitted wnth a
pair of potent 50hp Mercury outboards
{the twin maximum total horsepower had
ginge been ipcreased o 150hp) and easily
captured the owerall poze from the
produciion followers.  Honour  was
satisfied, however, a5 this eniry was
conweniently slotted intc a hastily created
experimental caregory . and the Cross
Channel Trophy presented oy the ald
Regent {now Texaco) oil company — was
taken for the third time by the original
winners, Clive Cortis and Bran Braine:

They finished second <werall in o et
anather Chwens runabout.
By mow  the Royal

Yachting Amcciation {EY A} had beeome
the mational authority for powerboating
in the LR, 1timmeadiately recognised this
small offshore category, gave it the title
of Class 111 and a place in the official rules
book. The clazs was stll sub-divided by
cataloqued horsepower and it was not
unthl some years later that the weakness
was sean in this approach, Today all Class
111 sub-divizions are cateqgorised on engine
capagity; #ither cubac centimetee ar culae
inches.

Claze. 101 hkad - arcived. It
showed the powerboating world  that
nifshore racing was not olaly canlined 1o
expensive craft and could be undertaxen
in gerall, simple boats. Bue its affect on all
aspocts of affshore racing was o prove
vast. It was. not ‘only to influence
powerboat destqn but also the atritode of
builders and provided an important pool
af enthusiaste same of whom would later
graduate toodrive in the lacger offshore

Ragieg i Napph Wales 1958
categories.

The EYA gave the clas a
thres flitre nnifi:nc maximuam  wath na
ragtriction: on angine type. UKOBA mads
their own Interpretation of the roles:
Their maxmum was a catalogued 150hp
az stated by the engine manufacturars.
Unfortunately. this had litde bearing on
the actual power develaped bt it was ot
until three years later that UKCEM

admitted that cubic capacity, as chosen
by the FY A, was by far the best maethod
of dividing the categories.

Serdingering sl Pulney

The minimal averall langth
for Class [0 was 146t (4.26m) with oo
maximurn. Boats of 300t (9.14m) wers
therefore pomibie, but as they were sl
limited to three litres power, most, in
thege sacly days, were littde more than
16ft [5.48m) owarall

The 150hp was brocken
dowm wet again into four sub-divisions,
{lasz [1I {a) up to S50hp, Class I10 (D) up
to 75hp, Class I0L {e) vp to 100khp and

= il < - =

Ar 23 Weldesl weas the larpest Class [T owefil racing in the 80 '

Waterskier and Powereralf

150hp. Althaugh

Class 10l (d} up to
included in the naticnal rile  book,
inbaard and outdrive uaits were still’ not
allowed: by UKOBA, and as  this
ceganization was the only clul: stagng
Class 111 races, they were able o dictags
their ocwn regulations.

More and more enthusiasts
were attracted to this new class, Othes
dubs wers later formed and owver 20
events per season beoame commen place.
[t was an obvious alternative to the more
expensive International Class [ and ]

categories and by the late-sixties, UKOEA
had opened its doors to  non-trade
membership, dropped their allepance 1o

outboards  and production holls - and
began arganising events for pure racing
craft.

Later still, when the main
ot board manufacturers hD:J.i.n { (4]

produce wnits above 1500ce, it suddemlby
became difficuly o obrain two engines
for wse in the larga Clazs 11 sab-dpnsion
without breaking the three litre Lmit,
Therefore, tn 1970 the RY A increased
the maximum power of Class [T to 230
ciing exgacily  hall the size of
international Class 11, which at 4.1 litres
gave a margin for growth in the outboard
industry. Today, this maximurm still
romaing although  the  prodoction
requirement of motors, which has been a

condition of the spost . since 6t
conception, B mow causing problems.
Twin angine rgs -need  handed

tranemissicn for safety and speed and this
i a facility not always obiainable with
standard outboards. L]
The final instalmeant of Offshore Oviging
smond Row e eewdly formed crass af
macing fod to amaezing dovelopmenis in the
gagign wons

Jaruary/Febrzary 1941 qd1



The most interesting aspect tn the
short histoey of Clasz 11T iz the effect it
has had on Iinternatioonal :dL‘it‘lg a5 &

witale. Mot only has it provided many

T

B

Ford in mator racing, it has alsc bean a
testing qround for designers and ideas
later incorporated in the larger racing
categorias

The LI fave Class 11
internaricnal status in the cacly seventies.
By then zeveral other countries had
adopted the sport including Scandinavia,
Auetealia and Scuth Africe, Amenca las
shown little interest and remains to this
day a non-Class [l powerboat nation
Unfartunately had Class [11 been adopted
in the Uneed Staves, the larger open
categories, high in number && they are,
wiould prabably have ssen even astronger
following by the additional enthusiasm
Class I1E would hawe encouraged, But it s
the effect of Class 11 on offshore design
which has bean its greatest contnbution.

Many of today’s top internaticmal
affshore designers first made their nama
in Class I, The most famous must be
Don Shead whe now not only designs
high competitive racing powerboats, he is
praobably one of the leading names in the
field of large fast loxury motor yachis

The first boat Den Shead ever
designed was a Class Il racer. A Z1EE
(&.4m] monchull, this particular holl later
became a byword o the late sbeties and
parly zeventies when it was produced by
the eld fAvenger Boat Company. Known
as the Avenger 21 this boat not only
provided the backbone for Class U at the
e, it was also sald in guantitics abroad.
Later still, Shead designed a small Delta
configeration hull based on the Avenger
21 for raging in Class 1I, Given the name
Telstar, it was owned and drven by
Tommy Sopwith and gained world-wide
fame overnmight when it won the 1958
Cowes/Torquay,/Cowas  clasic  against
tough Class [ comperition. Telstar was
latar followed by other Dan Shead
destgned huolls including the twe Class §
Enficld boats, one of wiich Sopwith used
to challenge the weorld champicnship in

1970, and Double-O-Saven with which
Allen Pasco-Watsan -::-r.'l;:.'l.:| cwner of
the Avenger Boat Company — and Tim
Fowell also  chall =3 the title. Tha

effect of Class 1[1 on Don Shead's career
i powerdoating can easily be seen, and
wis the testing qround toowhich he owes
much of his fame

ws [ oand 1E deivers much like Formula |

(PARTS)

e
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Class
inspired designers to try for larger and more
powerful craft. Cougar Marine was already a force
to be reckoned with, and Don Sheads Avenger 21
started a whole family of famous monochulls. Times
were changing fast . . .

Mo other group has been more
eifective than Class IIE  In thi
development of the offshore catarnaran.
The first affshore catambran . was
commissionad by Tommy Sopwith in
1906, This was a Clazs I11 boat built in
Miami by Marine Dynamics to a Jim
YWynne and Walter Walters design, Called
Flyower, it caly competed in two UK
races before the huell disintegraved. She
was extremely Fast and far cutpaced the
monchulls of the day, but unfortunately
hetle waz known of the stress factors of
aercdynamic craft apd she could not
wirgive the punishment given by uncalm
SEAs

Flyower was followed in 1967 by
the Clas [10 Fat Car. Thiz was designed
by Sonny Lewi and built by Doukle M

Hulls no longer trading for Lady

racing moved into the seventies, and

Violer Altken. UUnlike Flyover, Fat Cat
was  built e heavy  scantlings  and
although: she survived the stress she did 2o
at the post of weight. Flyowver wms
therefore extremely uncompetitive with
rwo 100hp Mercury outboards, the Clazs
Il maximum availakle at that time. I
was not  until twe years later that
catamarans really began to hawe an effact
on the sport

Meanwhile, the stnet Class [l
production  rules relating to hulls had
been dropped, and in their place came a
new hreed of rmacing monobull. These
ware extremely Tast and were basically
minature versians of the large offshore
raceys, but most were still outbeard
powered for no inboard motor existed
within  tho claz  bmits which  could
compete with the efficient power/weght

Sony Lowv designed Fad Cat dar
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ratio of the cutboard

Early in 1969 Clive Curits the
winner of the first evee Class 11 race
and Jarwes Beard who had been a very
kean Class 111 driver of the mid-sixties,
visited Lake Havasu in Arizona to take
part in the famous circuit macathon. It
was here that they saw the Amesican
Switzer Wings; a  type of multihull
comman in the USA in the late sixties.
The lzke at Havasu is a large expanse of
water subject to crosswinds  which
produce choppy conditions not unlike
those expericnced on the zea. On their
peturn, Curtis and Beard immediately
began to investigate the possbility of |
adopting the stress prnciple seen in the
Switzer Wings in the construction of an
offthare  catamaran. They Fformed a
partnecship  and  launched &  business
under the title of Couwgar Marina and ot
was this company which has grown to the
predominance it holds today

Clive Curtis and  James Breard
workad on a catamaran design which they
gave to a sub-contractor, Gorey Boat
Yard, in Jersey to build. The finished
bear made its first appearance at the
1969 Swanage 80 race. It looked
exctremely  ugly and  the  scaptics,
remembering the fate of Flyover and Fat
Cat, laughed to themselves. Hers, they

PR

thought, was. et ancther  futuristic
experiment doomed to failure,
Calted “Valare 11, it was 18t

(5.4m} overall and powered by a pairof
115hp Johnson T outboards. [T was not
a pretty craft. The sponsons locked like
twa pointed boxes joined by a lapge
hump ‘deck, but po cooner had the
starter’s flag dropped, then thiz wgly
creation lef all others astern, Evencin the
rough  sections, the monohulls were no
mateh and the sceptics laughter turned Lo
dismay when they realised the days were

numbered for any lorge tnvestrment in
monchulls.

Sopwith's Flyeoer, designed by Wynne snd Walters.

Dieiwers were also to accept the
Couwgar  catamaran,. Al beliewed  ils
performance a Auke and that in rough
ponditions the boat would break up. It

| never did and slowly top Class 111 drivers

Wolare 11, the first Cougar, built ot the Goeey Boat Yard in 1964,

Waterskiers

turned 1o Cougar for their winning eraft.

The first boats from Cowgar wers
full sponzoned catamarans, Later, when
Keith Dallas, who was to drive the first
ever Clas 11 Cougar catamaran,
Penthouse Rizla, commissioned a Class 111
catamaran called  Sristoeat, the buodllders
altazed their design e full tunnel holis

Within a short while the Clas I
catamaran. had wirmually taken awer the
lead in the highest powered sub-division,
Another Class 110 builder, Ray Stapley,
himeell an ex-driver, began producing a
wery sucoessful range and later eliminated
monohel]l competittan in the smaller [IIC
catngary.

The success of Clas [0 cats was
fablaowed in Class 1 and in 1977 Cougar
produced the warld's first sucoessful Class
[ catamaran, Yellowdrama 11 owmed and
driven by Ken Camir. Mot only did ¥en
Cassir min his first taste of offshore
racing in Class 111 seven years earlior; the
pffect his new catamaran was to have an
powarboating W, measurad by his
cyceess when he became the ficst driver
gver to win @ major trophy in a Clags |
multihull at the | K= B
Ceowes Torguay, Cowes

It was perhaps the nursery slopes af
Clasg 111 to which Cassir owes his success

a sueoess always acclaimed by Class 111
enthusiasts who today drive out in thor
arnall craft to the Cowes finishing line 1o
see the result of the embryro born through
them inta a new era of powerboat sport. &
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