: _uI the evelllifor

ier and Puwarc L.

L4 sfroquse 1979



-

London/Calais/London! Tha longest mce
in the Claze I calendar, alsa the meat
qruclling, exciting and exhilarating.

This year zaw a dizappointing entoy of
only 13 boats comparad o the 20-25 we
have seen in previous years Flaweweer, of
the naw sponsor SODASTREEAM were
worried about this at the siare of the day,
their fears had been completely dizsolved
by 6.50pm that evening when a
thoroughly exciting and sventful days
raaing ended.

By 9.00am. cn the Sunday morning
war leact sean all the usuwal pre-race panice
at Putney, and indeed a5 the fAeet laft o
procesd o the stact at Tower Bridge
thers sere stll two competitoss with
their boats on dey land franteally toying
ter salve last mtoute Fauales.

Mirsculouwsly., the full 13  boats
amemblad at Towsr Bredipe for the start ar
10.00am. and roared off creating the
usual breath-raking spectacle for bemusad
tourists paving an eatly moming wisit to
the Taoswer!

Al feoked sl bar we acrved  at
Eamegate 1o hear the amazing naws that
catly ¥ boats had completed the leg. Paul
Sinelair had retived with engine tronkde in
JUS GUS, while POBJCY MINT TWO,
HIXDORTF, RMARIMN A EXFRESS,
CHECKCUT and MUFFIN MAM, were all
aground on a newly formed muod bank off
Canvey [sland. Barry Dnnkwater and
Dick Pearce had arrived first in Ramsgate
at 11 1%9a.m. in BLU BLUD, the Welhald
dasigned C elass cat, and swore that they
had cnly managed to avoid the fate of the
stranded boals by navigating arcund any
seaqull thag was standing wp!

Theay had beaten Terry Evans in his
Btapley Cot CONCORD by only one
second, but both these two had come in
ahead of the [ class boats PHANTASIZE
and APHRODISTAC.

The only B class boat left in the raca
wis FAYAMIGAN driven by the 17 year
cld Teleman twins, who were duly sent
cut 20 mpinutes earlier than the © and D
boats on the channel crodsing. It was wath
amazement and admiraticn that we
watched these two voungters retum 15
rinuies [ater to re-take the first bucy
that they had mizssed an the cutward
journey,

The remainder of the field Iefr at
L40pm, but there were still only 7 boats
munning. MUFFIN MAN had managed wo
qel aff the mued and down o Bamsgate
FaR LEFT:

Pomthly a sick sngine, possibly a sick
navigator!

CENTRE:

Cheerall winners Peter & Janice Armsicang.
WEAR LEFT:

Peter Bloomlteld and Alan Baldwan
getting Pabjoy Mint Twe into the wmter
TOF LEFT:

Tony Lefiwich flving the flag ovar to
Calaiz!

within time, but had to retire due to
srgine failure. A1 200pam. the “bud
Larkers'™ began to stoaggle m, They werse
w0 late to join the race o Calaiz, and
speand a  disappointing  afternoocn
gommiserating with each otier in the
harbowr. This involved Peter Bloomficld
anel Mlan Baldwan (the favourites 1o owin)
in POBJOY MINT TWO, Alistair Eendon
and Faul Baldwin in NIXOORF, Bill
MMatcham and Terry Hedges in MARINA
EXFRESS and Jehn and Peter Symes in
CHECEOQUT. In all faimmess 1o both Farar
and - Alistair, one must say thit the man
reazan for their getting stuck in the fiist
place was because they were leading the
raze, and by immediately signalling to the
following boats they saved several of the
others from exactly the same fate,

At abowr 220pn. the fivst boats were
-si_;]'hl:@r; Tl_""tI_ITl'l".:I'Il'J from Calais. We could
e Do barlling home together, and the
gxcitement  moanted a5 they
recognized  ax the two monohulis
APHREODISIAC and MOODY  BLUE.
Both crews were doing their first
London/Calais/London, and had besn
suitaidy :_l'!:-pn:hf_'n:ii'.'r‘r abaut the @rassimg,
The finish was more like the Derby than
an  affshore  powerboar  race  with
AVECYONE SCreaming éncouragment from
the harbour walls! In the end it was Peter
and Jan Avmstirong who took the race
fram Bruee Mash in his Masham 18°
MCOODY BLUE by one second. The new
Z5° Phantom APHRODISIAC hed proved
izsell, and the loak on Steve Bakers face
made it all worthwhila!

CONCORD was next in, foilowed by
Tany Leftweh in the O class Stapley THE
[WTERMATIONAL FACTOE. Howard
Wretham had broken down somewhere o
fremch shipping lanes, but was safe, and
the Teleman twins came back at 2.15 1o
complete the field, Barry Dookwater had
tried 1o drive his boat under, rather than
cwer, the water near Calais, bul despite
loring twenty minutes was still fit for the
lag, Peter and Jan Sremstrong sz laoking
dazed at their own success 1o thosr first
full seazon, but happy in the knowledgs
that they had bailt up a 5 minute lead
cvar  their nearest rival CONCORD
MOCDY BLUE was ¥ minueas bahind the
leader, which all went to make the ast feg
back o Tower Bridos a esally exciting
situation,

The "Mud Larkers'' had chesred up a
little by oo, and agreed 1o make a race
of it back o London  between
therpsalves! Wiy Williams, the officer of
the day, promised them a champagne
poze, which in the absence of double
points, seemed a good encugh excuse for
the whale thing, and so LO boats roared
off once mare an the homaward Toute,

The tensicn on HA.S Belfast was
unbelisvakle as we waited for the fist
boat to come home, The timings would
ber far more important than the placings,
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and  stop  watches  were  ansiously
consulted.
In stermed the O class CONCORD

with Wally fnsell nearly faliing ot of tas
back a5’ he waved to the welavision
gameras! Nexl came Barry Dmnkwater o
BLU BLUD, closely followed by the
winning “Mud B#kers” Peter Bloombield
and Alan Baldwin in POBJICY MINT
TWO and Alistair Kendon and  Paul
Baldwin in HIXDORF. With 5 minutes an
hamd we knew that Peter Acmstrong
weld be airaing on finishing safely rather
than roaring frst over the line, and that
wis just what happened, A huge chesr
went up as Peter and Jan won ther first
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almast 4
minutes ahead of Terry Evans on elapsed
time.  Cmly 43 seconds  separated
CONCORD apnd MOODY BLUE, whao
finished  third, One sad note was the
retivemnent of FAYANAGIN about a mile
froom hemae, These two were the Faungest
competitors ever ©o do the race, and
desapve  every  bit of the enormous
applaves given o them at the prize giving,

Cmee again it had been & truly great
mee, with all the thrlls and spills that qo
te make Offshore Racing the fascinating
aport it iz SODASTREEAM had proved 1o
ber a mewarding sponsor;  thew  had
follpwed the race at all stapes, showing a

Landan/Calais/London,
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Barry Drinkwater and ek Pearce
Bin Biud — first into Ramsgare.

MIDDLE:

Peter anct Jan Auorastrong stoem into thedr
first big win,

keen interest in the event. Mo one left
Putney on the Sunday night withodr a
'pri?_r:., But [ don't think anyone left in
gquite the zame state of mind & Peter and
Jam Arrnstrong.

[RESULTS

1. APHRODISIAC, P Armstrong,
Armstrang, Fhantom/Johnscn,

E DOMNCORD, T. EsansiW.
Stapeley/Mearcury.

I MOODY BLUE, B. Hash/E. Williams,
Marsham,/ Moty

4. BLU BLUD, B, Drnkwater/D, Pearce,
Blo Fin/Mercury.
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