BATTERED AND SHATTERED

Boating round the shores of heawtiful
Britain is always subject to the slings
and arcews ol our sulrageous weatler,
bul the Peler Siuyvesant  British
(Mffshore Championship serics has been
sn far suhjected to more than its fair
share of inelement muek.

The firsl reand & Poole was cough
and Blustery enough to meke rocing
mare of a torment than o pleasure, but
che second leg at Fowey, scheduled for
Sulurday, May 24, had 1o be posiponed
24 hours becoause the conditions were
irnpossible,

In fact, they were =0 bad that many
pundits thought Sundey would be out of
the guestion, but they hod reckoned
without our lads’ fighting spivit and
whan the weather sased off & fraction
Lhey wore oot there Like o shol, comie bl
ur high water — and they had both,

Thiz was all the more of a shame
because so much effort and enthusiasm
hiad gone inde Lhe organisstion of an
vvent which, it the westher had been
anywhere near reasonable, could have
developad inte seanething approaching
the carmival atmosphere of Uthe Cowes-
Torguay-Cowes,

Hchools ran o competition for the hesc
picture of & powerboazc, the
championship leg was advertased for ol
lenst w 20-mile area, bocal televizion had
been orgenized and the race was the
main subject of conversation for phe
Cornish  restdents  throughont the
weekend., Owerall thore wes  nothing
more cither Peter Stuyvesant or
URKOBA could have done o make the
affair a sucrass,

Forty seven bosts came under
starcer’s orders and a spectacular =ight
they made. The first leg was downwind,
when the seas were nol ton bagd, bl chey
haadd Lheir First real faste of things to
come when turning che firar buoy and
being confranted by the awesome walers
that are a speciality of the Cornish
coisiling,

i
Ca ===

An indication of how roogh b was
come from Acon Splashdewn, & Croiser
Class A boat, who maneged to lead the
entire fleet to the first buoy. The Class
IIls meanwhile seemed o he
pregrressing more on the horizental than
the wortionl and soon aftee the start
Steve Pile found himseli  swanped,
atnking and almast run down by another
eompelitor, Splashdown stopped o lend
assistance, but it was not neadad, for the
prompt action by a police loonch and
tleir divers soon had the hapless orew
safe and sound and the crafe was
reoveTed

Crews soon realized that this was
definitely not the case for Tull throbile,
Diseretinn rather than walour was the
order of the day,

In their element

Of course, rough weather bopts were
in their element and che Class [1I
Liomdon and Manchestar had a field day.
Broce MNash, [resh from kis  rownd-
Britain marathon, sew this sz o great
chance again to demonstrate che
superiority of his Phantom 25 in adverse
conditions and promplly raced clear of
the ek, nod Lo be scen agoin until the
safety of Fowey harbour.

In fact, seventeen and & halfl minotes
elapsed before his oearest mval, Avia
Walrhes, driven by lan Bernie, battled
over the finizhing line. Then camea Pater
and Jan Armsteong  in Aphrodisiac
follwsd by the Toleman twing  in
Fayanagrin, It is interesting to note that
all finizhers so far were Class [11s, and
even fifth overall was the Cruiser Class
B Virgs, with Peter Hewitt ot the helm,

It was only after Phanta C 11 had
crozsed the line in sixth place that we
fownd che firsr Class TT rig Lo eomie hame
in Ceus 1L, o Cougar eat built by Wright
Marine and driven by Paul Sinclair.

All the dreivers expressed theamselves
baccerad and shatbered and Lhe general
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opinion was  that to finish was an
achievemenl in itsell. For Lhe record,
there wore four non-starters and sixbeen
rislirements,

Une might think that an experience
such as this might have dampened
enthusiasm, bul not o kit of it If
anylhing ‘drivers are even more
determined to make thelr mark in the
Stuyvesant series and prove thal even
the British weather will never get the
bt bisr ol them.

Class TI: 10 Gus Lo (P.Sinclaie 8. Colpan)
3507 (kime) 28.79  (pverngo
speedl; 2. Aguaglide (R.Cook/-
J.Denmohes — 1LBOLLL — 24.85.
Class 111: 1, lLandon & Manchostor
13 Moshl A Crordon) 1.13.06 — 34.47;
2. Avia Watches {[.Birnie/A_Baldwin] —
LLEO1E — 30009 3. Aphrodisiac
1P Armstrongl ) Armsirong] — 151,49
28, BE% 4, Payoanogin G, Toleman'
M. Toleman) — 13201 — 2076 4O
Phanta C I1 {H.Wretham'J Hadges) —
L &5 — 30k 6, (L. Walling /W Jones)
13628 EROS T, Mass ool
M BannelliG Stusrt) — 1.45.3% — 26.92;
8. Panache Two (B Jones/B Wilcockson)
— 1.51.%4 — 2455 9 Amacryl
I, Mabehomd' T, Hedpges) 204,40 — 21,97
Cruiser Clasa: Clasa B — 1. Vergo
1P Hewict/C Blight) — 13266 — 24.34;
Class A — 1, Penl Up Fury (M. Lloswd/-
C.luffy] — 1L40GT — 22.40; Closs A —
2, Aeon Splashdown (DG raham-Smich)-
P Rutherford) — 1.50.04 — 2.55; DH}' 1
— Mardigras (C.Swewart ] Vioghan)
1.57.33 19,54
Cluss IVE: Mo Startiers
Class IV (Curtailed after 2 lapak DO —
. Red Buff V1 (K. Huntley/T Langley)
Class IVC (Curtailed afier 2 lapsk 012 —
1. Yo Yo (A Pisher|
Class IVEB [Curtailed after 1 lapk Bf —
LD Maortimeorad K _Mortimore): Hdd — 2,
TH2 (R.-Holloweay ! A Hollowny)
Clags IVA (Curtailed after 1 lapk A8 —
1, THES — 1LEmith'T. Barnaed)
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