Jack Cunningham took the
Embassy Trophy in the Seaszon
of 'T8 to become British
Mational Offshore Champlion in
Class 1 and 2. The hare fact was
a probability from early August,
when Cunningham took the
third race of the series, against
minimal opposition, to give him
a three strait but the
championship posed other
prablems and asked other
gquestions of the competitors,
and the sport.

I i an undamunate fact bad the class of
afishore powerboats thad brings the whele
spart fo life, at least in the eyes and ears
af the greal unwashed thie s
supparted i i Thus il
ranspired, and not lor the tirme. thal
ill bur twan ot the eighl heals in the
Ermbassy Championship came to (he line
with ondy cme or b Clags | boads o stir
the bloned and quicken ihe wes. Lhe
Embassy =, of course, nol just sesicicled
o Class [ but dor & variely of ressons
wnme asseciated with logiszics, some wirh
finance. some with reliabilitd and some
witlh broa Joang it fakees 1o baild tin cars, thae
hithertn tofefy relnble Class 2 circus

never  came  alive and  the whaole
Charmpinnship teatered on the edge o
imvce

Much of the racing has already |.-L-\."I|
repotied  and  in Tteltospect, the
[ nn'r\-mn-;hl|_. digided tsalf neally into
iy parliong, Portion one was e fra
hall of the seasom, when 1he
Cunningham  equipe  sill had  jhe
miachinery, the will and the finance 1o
race while pomion two consisted o the
second half, when the Hagan/™an |.:- 1T
re- i||I|.ll.|.u'.l'-.. e grand  old ! of
affshore rachug o the fray. The
Irnesst ingide |'|I il This 1= not to der i
Cuonningharn’s title, for didn't he find wal

anpther backer with the funds and bring
I'||:: I ling circus ta the line 1o prove
||i"||:=~x'| basl ol the bunch in the aarly

srar? Thee fact thal he didn’ ||.-.l.-. O racy
.1.II T P ,_.:I._' 15 an chservabon an Hhi
STy slake the ST Ak mLC h as on his
o el

Briefly, Cunningham fook  th
; n Speed Trophy, he  Peol
Meatinnal and the Margate f"':.-l s b recard
1K) Poines in s A taat alass reinforced
plastic b diesgned by |“'-:-|l Shead and
moulded by Planatec, Stedents will know
Ihat il was the replicemenl AR dar

Bobby  Buchanan-Michaalsen,  with
wirich he ek the Embassy title in 1972
s samesime s which Tim
el drove im0 the 19975 owes,

Torquaw, Cowes and  more recently,
Ceningham s own eam  with  Fabsroe
hacking as Macho. Her owa &0 horse
prewer Mercruisers were inilially buili and
installed by Jim Bronber and har chares
ware alten rend b Frank Woad while the
whale lor was bankrolled By a quiet and
reiring character called Bill Walker.

Irr ilosa (beree races, 'L'u lker's ..--:|||u'||||-:l
bear Dwrek Fobjoy in the roogh Salent.
Micky Cripps m Hoole oy -'||'|-'I Erie
Walle along the holiday beaches of Benn
while the only oiher driver oot in

armnngs 1
= : : -

Fabjow's lovely wile ida
rough  race  and  dei

¥ poinis o was
. alsecs I that Brest
ubig's bog

1
sandard 34-fnat cruiser. So much for the

Qs

C¥ the boats thal might hawa
challenged Ballerina. cnly Macky Crip
way consisent and consisienthy anlucky
Hiz. Sh-dcat  Cligeredte  hull,  ex-Diry
Marging,  ex-ellos 'l.|r-:|r| a 2 an-Bain
Crepwes, Ex-Crown of Crocis and now
called Colt Sppporc, a :~l.-|"'.|l.=' rizferznce 1o
his Japanese cor importer sponsors,
lireed 1 bamin with. Her machinery was
sspct and her luck was aur, With Cassi
conceniraling  on Ewrope, Doxiord
concentraling. on - doing nathing much
and Team NG concenizating on doing
nothing ai &fl. Cunningham had hings all

Wl

his o way, Unell mild-season, that s
Turning Point
Turming point was 'h-:- M Iraphy

Internats nal Cunninsham rI|-:|-'I shira
Bumouwr had il he was ol ol momey
again and that Walker hed been blown
auf by successive mechenical fallures bas
tha tewth was peabably thal be dida't naed
lex rame and fhat he was saving his strength
oy Cowes,  Torguay, IZ'r_.l.l.." The
fellonaing weel . Wi ih a gagle of hot-shot

foresgrers arcund that didn't coung in the
|'|"-:|.|_.-|'II'|::= bt who cot i bl qut the
good British boars, the Poole beanleas
furned into a Bedish ond/taen with Kem

Cassiv and  Gimmye Beard  Bringing
Yellowdrama 3 in ahead of Mike Doxdord
and Tim Poasell in Lamie Up
Then there was the Hagan/MNodl
armba. With the purchase of the old

.-
HTS Ir-'.-| 1 dabin Craxdor d a quick irip
to acquEre  bis. the nawly

Aendid ||_-I Apache wrmed wp looking foer
all the world li5e a new boar agemn and
nal ane entering her efeventh vear ol
Bhe slipped in qusetly o qrab 2£5
points and third plave, ahead of Ray
Hrf nhill in_his Bewlar bl Flolcher 25
focter and Flana Aran. aow relegaled 1o
h ra podnlber. Skean Dha.
was thi

TaCInG

aETOn ated lo see (he r.ll. @1 .f |.'ll.l|
Inr thal, thay I|.||| b et another wieek

&1 hall way seasan and
with the Lo COme,
Cunm ingham
Fahjoy. L
Mot [£25)
whitiwash. Pa s =0
howswer, Cowes
dev whal il was supposed o
Doxlord, Cripps and Cunningham all
blew cad enry an, lesving the Class 2 cal
b Iic .h Dallas and” Eddie Chaier 1o
seoop lhe pool. abuead of Heith Heygne:
anck Tim Cotion, Hagan and Modt, Roger
Allan and Henry Hector with Daugaie
Girob, Dallas had nor enjoved his season

mainl N the

whal looked [the
sl Hae

[ L
" booa
Forquay, Cowes didn’
L assir,

at 2l in Penthouss HRida and  was
obuvlously  losing  interest,  while  adta
spending a small [orune inore-eguipping

RHS, the Hewmes seam were sill med”
having 1the luck or ihe prees they
deserved  Hoger Allan’s Hritish Buzzard
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amarng degree. Only the very best can |
gel away with rmunping fwo  boats o
nffshore  compeition, o fact made |
reaniles by Bonomi, Cook, Halpern and
Daxlord. To stempt fo run one gooed
Clam 2 boat in Sundancer/Pobiow Mint
and on top of that, 0 got a Class | ace
together with ex-LIM0L now Polioy Mine
e y 1e asking a lob and, inevitebly.
the squipe Bl o its foce more than

ance i Torbay, howewer, Derek gol his

;-\.-I"‘\. 1 :lh.' i '_r::;r-'h-:'r I L] -
wnner, ahead of & surprised o
Aflam, the irepresible Mot/ Hagan boa
azud Fioma Arran wel agan

Wit b specica of the Spithead
debacle in 1977 hangmag over URGEBEA,
[esree ® gales siopped the repsaat Tun,
i Championship, in its tracks then and
there. For Cunningharn il was, perhaps
a I|_||_5-\,:; kot off. For Moft o owas |l::l|-c_I|

disappoimimenl. For the Countess it waes

frusiration. For everyone else, il was the

Jﬂ HN WALK ER saund af one hand clappi and e end
ol & WETY mronciusye seassn oilshore

that most peaple will wish o ferget and

Apeche and Homans [or the spoasscrs, I may well be the Las)

b Tiele Skean he knoching in thaic support of oifshore
i

s Lnj

dictable 1o say thae least whik
tfar Larak

with GEE was simphy i

winn the Beaverbronk Troptey, which i al 2 good day. Aler & powerbeat racing in the United Kingdom, |
% = - oy

lic cerain armound ol acekmony, Skean o Maarahile. history records thea 1078
duly baa the Craxlords and Apache #hd Embassy Trophy went o Cunningham

- : s thare were the only three fo score. & (1200), ahead of Mo {50 Dleral §
LE[].C u ltltEd de bIE worrd 1% due here an the Craxlord eHords F'-;_.!-_-:_.I,. [TNE, Fons Arman (G4

Erighton Marina staged heat sin, In lai Adter immensely successhul vears with (369, Dallas and Cassix [T, rad,

i d ded  Cripps, Walton, Crasfond and Heymes

it heet fa b Fioi HTS. Jdohin Craxlhord

Fona Arran. oog  oog 15
Roger Ml 1] 0o
Ken Cossr 000 &0
fike Doxford e 300
Nichy Ciipps 00 30 00
Fic Walton -
Jubn Crawfond gop  ooo 300
Keith Heyres nnn_ oo il
Feni Fobpy 275 5
Ray MeEnsill 5] 164
Heswy Hacior 1 1

. ok @ caleil T
Arang Wit oaly Micy Crpps gemble wish an unised alweinium diesel {3001, Reni Pobjow (2251, MeEnbill {165
thers in. [ [, and he a non-startey, the cotamaran,  albeis designed by Jismy and Heory Flector 11327
only b metal 1o hawe made  the Heard, bulh by Ernie Simes and poowered The prospecis lor 1979 are rather
bu Sabze. I was unfortunale o say e bedler, Fr y can onhy gt betler and
lemet that thaey should belale inio the fray Cripps has a new ol coming. Crasford
and then have such Bad luck bul thereis must improve and Mot will continue b
i Asly ||."|-"|'.-|| there 16 e had |'_'_|"|.i|'|!||'|.||":' 5 fubure is cerlain as |8
Mnd then there was Torbay Inoan thal of Heynes, Cassic has sold his cal
f“ alimasl  non-starder dus bo oweeather, and Dosford threatens to tun his eam in
o ; Brixham Troply at last spw the fAmerica winke th NS DLW Tig IS a5
\“},\” emergence  of Derak Pobjoy the Class 1 el uinconl k s, thie cabe is
= — appraed o the Class 2 verzon of cut thioamh, ibassy
B e P = e same. Pabioy should have done Traphy and we o theis
1h E 0 better thi= yenr, of that thare i lilgle doulbs continuirgg - Supporl.  Long  may Hhat
- b but b fended 1o complicate his lite tooan remain part ol cur offshore scene
o cAR -
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