Potroni calabrates with Dalla Valle and Smanis

The Pabjoy Needies Trophy, Foyota
Crraned Priv and the Perer Stuyvesans
Torbay International alf carry great
emphasis within the World forum
af Clasy § and IT Qfishore racing,
Both af the former are legs of the
coveran Harmeworth Series, and in
confunciion with the Torbay event
comprive the closing seages of the
Eurapean Championsinp.

By Sue Drinkwater

he qreatest challengs 0o an

Lrperican wan in the Werld

Champlonships comes tradi-
ricnally feam the Eurcpean contn-
oent spearheaded by Lraly and
Ciyreat Britain. This wear there was little
hope that a British boat would even fiquee
in the top thres placings as Powell ang
Doxford had concentrated all thedir
ciforts an the development of the Jaguar
Turbean engines on the Natenal drouit,
whilst Ted Teleman bad chesen Lo com-
pete in America in an effort to promote
Cougar designs sull further across the
Atlantic. His positicn & Auostralian
Champion had already secured hira a
place in the Worlds at ey West,

FPaui Clanzser was the only driver from
the States to take up the Harmsworth
challenoe, His firse race, the Pobjoy
HMeadles, was almest his last when a
ponfusion arose over American and British
raze males. Twa miles afrar the start
Clauser took the Boseombe mark on the
wrang side, and carried on racing quite
unaware that he had secured an immedi-
ate dizqualification. In the States he
wizaald hawe been advizsed of hiz mistake
by a marker boat waving & black flag, and
carried a time penalty. So when Paul
arrived back in harbour, thinking he was
first mwarall, the freworks began 1o well
and truly fly, Altheagh hiz ensuing
protest was considered by the race
committes they had no alternative but o
raintain his disqualification, and Clanser
Teft wowing he would be on the first Might

Ted Toleman made an identical mis-
take to Clauser at this event, as did Guida
Micoolal and Tim Powell. Mike Mantle,
navigating in Dry Martini, realized his
grror and brought Micoolzi back to
re-take the buoy, Tim Powsll in the
Feter Stuyvesant monchull also realized
the oerse was wrong, but lost a water
pump belt as he tumed causing one
engine to overheat and forcing him to

Mazewell Adikin began to delaminate and
gink off the Heedles in the 39 Cougar.
The damags was considerable, and it was
unlikely the boat would be ready to race
for zaveral weaks.

The race was eveniually won by
[talian Renato Della Valle in a 33" Shead
manehull, navigated by an Englishman,
Crant Wilson, whao most definitely knew
hig way around the Solent. Miecola ws

Tod Tolaman = first in thia Torbay event,

rerire. Toleman flew straight on in pursult
of Claser, and his throttlemman Smitty
aszurned all was well, He was racing in
strange waters, being a compatriot of
Clawsers, and had guite encugh cn his
hands as he attempted to throttle the
baat throagh the confusion.

Stuywesant’s hopes of a victory were

back to the LLEA.

Jahn Clark, & dirivar with e faar.

firally destroved when Mike Doxford and
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second, and these two were the only
official finishers in their class. John
Craxford in Eoomans Sabee, & 34°
alurmininm Cougar, was thicd overall
whilst Aguaglide, driven by Robert Cock
was fourth. Fifth was Arli Bene, an
OAhtate kull feam Garmany, crewed by
Abare Enrich and Derel Lloord.

The Class 111 race was deminated from
start to finish by John Clark and Len
Forquazan in the 26' Fhantom Clarke
Group. Clarke's driving is a wonder to
behaold as he appears to get away
unscathed from situations that would
normally prove disastrous. Cynical, well
seasoned compatitors suggest that he will
ceame ter dive g0 cowragecusly after his
first major incident {Flhantom deivers have
a deep fear of ‘stuffing’ their boats in a
following sea, and meost will tell you of
the extreme discomfort invelved). They
preay be doht, but for the time baing
John Clarke iz doing very nicely thank
vou, and has littde intention of slowing
dewn an the basie that he may ong day
hit a large wave head o, B
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Aenate Dalla Walle wan the Nesdlas Trophy,

4 Len and Jane Hall cames in geccnd in
their new Cougar catamaran Tuckionia.
Thizs toar used to ba raced as Aguaglide
Ty Raobeart Cook, and e doosn's laok yet
az if Len has quite mastered the driving
of it to the extent of its previous cwner.
He s however learning fase, and will sery
soon be a severs thorn in the side of
fellow cat deiver Pater Bloamfield. Class
1S went to Howard Wretham and John
Hedges in their 21" Fhantom Compuater
Auwtomation. Thesa two have dominated
113 raving this year, and should ba
azpired of the Championship, [11E was
won by Roger Allen in a Crusader boat
which he himself manufactures, although
Simon Weod Power and Fiona Shead
wera not far behind

Sa, on to Cowes and the Toyota
Grand Prix — a wonderful event full of
colour, which promized to provids the
greatest spectacle of the vear with over 50
boats taking the rolling start past the
Roywal Wacht Sgquadren. In the event the
rave developed intooone of the most
difficult ever known. The weather reports
recaived that morming gave no indication
cf the sea’s stormy state, and right from
tre woed go the drivers realiyad thay
wiould have to throttle well back to aveid
damage. By the end of the firet Solen
loop cer FOF of the fieet had retired —
whilse the sun shone on the speclaters the
rews wars Facing walls of water breaking
ower the bows of their boats, and tackling
the Offshore sport a1 119 towghess,

British hopes again floundéred as Peter
Eruyvesant [ broke down off
Bournemanath, Tirn Powell was bitterly
dizappeinted, he has raoed in all bat two
CeoveesTorguay races and never yer
managed to finish in the winners berth,
Mike Dizeford shared his disappointment
as the Cougar cat was, as expected not in
any state to compete, Toleman was at an
immadiate dizadwantage in his alominium
cat, and must hawe wished many times for
thoe enasty monohell that won him the
Australian series. Before the race even
varted his wisce was wirenched away in
the wind leawing bim a state of near blind-
nese &5 the water continued to lash into
hig face, With the ghasily mamary of Joel
Halpems death in his mind Toleman told
Smitty o throttle back and head for the
sheara, Wides Gl shet at the tisne shows
that he made a wise decision for the
catamaran was standing rght on her props
and crashing dowm with a shattering
fursce.
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Colin Garvaise-Brazier in the Shead
desdtgned catamaran Goldrazh lost the
newly fitted wing, which was meant to
give him more lift and spead, within 15
minutes, but continued on to start the
lomg trek dowm to Torguay alcngside
flbereo Bmania in Bombo, Guida
Micgolai in Doy Marting and Paul Clauser
in Bavisfaction. Clanser had mellowed
somewhat sinee the Nesdles event and
was determined to gain some points
towards the Harmsworth Trophy beloce
he retumed to the USA Paul Sinclaic
in Gus It and John Craxford in Romans
Sabre were bath struggling with
mechanical problems in the early stagas
and peturned to the safety of Cowes
Harbour, Renago Della Yalle did the same
a5 did Albert Ehrich in the Class IT Abbate,
Tommass de Simone faced hiz second
ratirement in one weake Ar the Needlas
be had been down to power on only one
cf his three Mercury 225 hp engines and
Cowes saw an identical sitnation develop,
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Dizeppointmont at Gowes for tho Peter Stuyvesant toam.

At the same tme the normally hardy
Class 101 fleet limped home. After only
half an heiar b was reporied that enly
a handhal of boats had set off round the
Island, John Clarke was leading in his
ingvitable Nying form with Ferer
Blocmfield in the Staplay catamaran
Pabjoy Mint Tweo in hat pursuit, Five
cruisers completed the course however,
showring the e extent of thair sea
worthiness, with Mike Lioyd in Pent Up
Fury coming in second overall.

Halbwaey round the sland the hedraula
stegring went cn Clarke Group, bul rather
than give up Len Fepqusson crawled back
into the enging well and manceurred tha
engines with his feet. Words cannet
degeribe the pain he must have been fn as
the Phantarm crashed alang throogh the
wayes with John indicating which way
they should go. Already Fergquasson had had
nig almel dpped off by the dhear fonce
of water and they had had te turn and
ratrieve it, now he had to face the long
haul back nto Cowes In the mose
unprotected part of the boat,

When they finally reached the finish
line, having been overtaken by Bloomfield
they ware told the most damming truth
ol all. Clarke Group had been dizguoalified
tefore she even began the journey around
the Isle of Wight, for ehe had lefr a
marker buoy on the wrong side in the
Solent. Ae Len Ferguson was carried
back up the pontean John Clarke could
only shake his head in dizbelief and
wondear ar the nightmare trip that had all
been for nothing,

Pater Bloomiield had suffered a
sirnilar fate to Clarke in terms of mechani-
cal failure. He had lost the beat part of
his steerng wheel during the mee and had
continued with cnly two spokes of the
origingl structure. Both his arms were
Tlack foom the beating they had saken
against the side of the boat, and navigator
Jirn Baker was hardly able to stand. They
had diverted many times on the course
to try and find flatter water, but had still
experienced the worst conditions of their
Career,

More amazing =till was the completion
cf the race by Les Walling and Mike Jones
i their 21° 1HIC Phantor Propecty
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Growth, and Bill Matcham and Tery
Hedges in the even smaller 16" Blu Fin
Armacryl, These two had taken hours to
finizh a race that is normally over in an
hewr and a balf, They too were physically
exhansted, but their smiles reflectad the
total 2ense of achievement they lely at
taking on the séa and winning.

In the main race the four remaining
campetitons were finding the joumey to
Torguay and back just & desperate.
Clanzer stopped twics with mechanizal
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problems and Dey Martind was completely
swamped by a monster wave that
flattemed the windscreen and stunned the
entre crew. Smania plodded on in the
lead and returned to Cowes the winner
with an average speed of only 42.02
krgds, The tiredness he and his onéw,
Alberto Dindont and Bokbin Culpin, mast
hawe folt melted aveay as the fest of the
champagme corks popped. They laughed,
they sang, and they shouted as wall they
might after such a-monumental victory in
some of the worst conditions the raoe has
gver saen. Cmoe again the [alians had
prerged victorious, and the European
Championship looked lost for British
hiopes.

Rahind Smania, Micoolal and Clauser
limped Colin Gervaise-Brazier in the only
Class 11 boat wo finish, His disappointment
wias to mirror John Clarke as he was out-
gide the e limit of 54 hours and a
protest by the Garmans and [talians over
a time extension was upheld. Originally
the race committes bad deoreed that the
limnit was 1o be lifted, but they were
Moreed o back down when ather Class 0]
competitors claimed they too wonld have
carcied on had they known the time limit
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Liz Wialling ard Mike Jones complated the Reund the sland race,

competitors were present, This meant
that Gepr, had e forfeit his Buropean
Championship peints, and s hanee
relegated o founh instead of third, A sad
and in many wars unnesesary cewand
e bath Gerv. and his navigator, Jimmy
Brooker.

Peter Blaomfiald crashing through tho wawes.

was 1o be pxtended. The true point of the
ponteaversy was that the committes had
taken the deciaon during the course of
the race and not before, altheugh itisa
pity that the whole question was not
raisad at briefing and clarified whilst all

The Peter Stuyvesant Torbay lnter-
naticnal followed the next weakend
Clavser had finally mturned 2o the States
with hizs valuable Harmsworth points and
Emania and Mioalad left secure in the
knowledge that they now held first and

spoond positlan in the Eurcpean
Championship, Renato Della Valle stayed
and achieved a well fought second
positicn whilst the crowds roared and
cheered to see Ted Tolernan finally break
Iz dusk and romp home first, Ted and
Smitty Led from seact to finish in fine
style. Their average spoed was 86,71
mph — a ¢lear foar miles an hour faster
than Della Valle, Even Tim Fowell found
Pieter Stuyvesant's form at thiz evént
it was the Arst race that the Jaquar
Turbeay engines had finished and marks a
great breaktheough in the development
project. A slight problem with one of the
Jaguars deopped Tim down to fourth
overall, with Robert Cock deving
superbly to capture the third slat in his
Class [1 toat butlt by Gordon Wright.
Paul Sinclair gained more Clas |
points by coming fifth overall and third
in the Mational, This now puts him in
with an extremely good chance of the
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Mational title, and the whaole champion-
chip now hinges on the final race at
Hamble on Ootober Srd, De Simmone
finally got the result he had been chasing
andd came second. followed by Slbert
Enrich in the Abbate. Unconficmed calous
Lavicms now showed the ghastly wruth for
the British drivers. The Class | European
Championship had gone to Hizecla,
Srnanta and Della Walle, whilst the Class
I went go Ehrich, De Simmone and Coak,
Wecan only hope now that Doxford,
Poowell and Brazier can win through the
qualifying leats necessary Lo compete in
the Worlds.

{Marke and Fobjoy again bartled it out
for supremacy in Claze [11, with
Bloamfield coming home the eventual
winner. Tucktonia was third and lan
Birnie in West Centee Honals fourth, [n
[[1 the Flying Foxes, Phil and Mike
took the honoers whilst Bill Matcham
and Terry Hedges, fully meeoverad from
their Cowes apdeal, won [11E.

All thres caces had been long and
tough, caudng damage to both the boats
and their drivers. Tempers had bean lost
and trophies had boen won. But they will
all ba back next ywear, with the determin-
ation to do better and race Fasver, for

that is the Offshore challenge after all! @
Ocrgber 1981
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