There's no douht abaout it — this summer
somabody up there has decresd that the
British must suffer sunny weeks and rainy
wiekends. The whale thing s getting
heyvond a joke, and 1 for one am lefe
wondering guite what heinous crimas we
hawe committed that have led to this long
term sentence of rain, wind and ﬁ}u.

Il wieek the country was bathed in

coptinual sunzhine, the papers ran

headlines  talking of  record
temperatures, and published countless
photos  of  seantlly  elad  secretaries
relaxing at varouws watering haoles during
their lunch breaks. Boy, [ thought, are we
in for a good time down in Brighton —
parhaps net the nudist beach, no need to
get carried away with it all — but ar least
a chance to wear a tee shirt instead of my
customary sx jumpers and Wellington
baots,

Saturday dawned, well not exactly,
because i was ralming 2o hard that I
wasn't quite sure, [ could caly zee a few
feet out of the window, and only thea
when  the lighting ilominated the
sky! Coral Casinos had put 52 much hard
wiork inte this weekend, and yet the
weather was determined to thwart them
at ewary stage. By midday it was olbvious
that the recdng would have o be
postponed until the following day, as the
aind was approaching gale force and

meding huge waves crashing owver the
arbour wall. Cme thing however that the
sieather pould not doo was to prevent
cveryone enjoving the macvellous social
facilitiss ser up by Coral. The Brighton
Marina appeared 1o belong e Offshore
racing for those two davs, and a good
time was had by all at the Bar-b-que and
dizeo held on Satorday.

Bunday arciwed, in tes own strange way
- total fog with 200 wards visilality, 1
thought [ must be in the wrong town as 1
Lispened 1o Radie Brighton that mocning
and heard Danny Pouget enthusiastically
tell listeners that he oould see a clear mile
dewr the Marina. [ was only half & mile
from the sea myself &t the time, and
couldn't even see to the bottom of the

garden!
Another  briefing, and  anothes
postponemeant,  waould  everyone  mind

coming back ar 12.00 o'clock, when i
wag hoped that the rape could bBegin.
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Champagne for the Tolaman team.
Thera were mutters from Class IV as it

was suggested they retire gracefully at
this point becauss it was unlikely that the
weather would improve encuegh for their
smaller craft to race safely,

“We've come a long way to do this
race” grumbled one feolhardy Welshman,
"We're not giving in that eazily!™

“Why do they have to be such bloody
heroes" remarked a wellowish looking
Class [I1 entrant "I wish somecne would
advize me to petire!™

215 pom., and the race was on, Class
Ve event had to be cancelled, bat they
wee ovited to mun in the basic race if
they wished. The start was one large mass
af fiwing hulls and whirling propellers as
the lumpy seas Degan to take their tell,
Ume often hears wise old prophets of
affshore racing discussing whether it is
Yeat' or “mono” weather during a race,
and any old sage would bave told vou
these  ware ideal mone  conditons
However they would have bean prowed
wrong, as indesd we all were, for the
following seas scon destroyed all bat one
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of the D Clas monobull's chameas,
leaving the cats of Poter Bloomfield,
Robert Coolk and Paol Sinclair locking
remarkably stable. Omly Chris Jones in
the Fletcher built Pancho was supplying
any competition.

Alistaic  Kendan, lan Birnde, Peter
Armstrong and Barry Drinkweater were all
parly retirements in their well favoured
Phantom hulls, and in Clags [1I overall,
mors  catamarans  tham  monchulls
finkshed.

In Class [, Ted Toleman made it lock
eagy in the 38° Bertram, and, although he
was the only competitor in that class,
raced well and hard to take the finishing
flag first. Neddan Pabjov showed us once
again that there's still a lot of life left in
the Allday designed Pobjoy Mint by
taking the honours in Class I, followed
by the much smaller Samurai driven by
Anthony Toll,

It was & most terrifying race to watch,
as the smaller Boats appearsd to be,doing
more flying than the average seaqull, and
their drivers must be congratulated on
their powers of endurance and
sportgrpanship.  There were no  major
casultios, although wee wers concerned at
one time for the safety of Steve Morth
deiving Dorde the Soob, For a first race
this Stapley cat was going remarkably
wiall until it hit, and then went though, a
rather large wave, Both crew were brudsed
bzt unharmed, and vow to be back in the
boat as soon as posible.

Coral Casinos deserve all credit for
putting on a great eace despite the
weather,  They  werd  extremely
enthuziastic sponsors, who couldn't hawe
done more for everyone's benefit. An
enjoyable prize-giving took place that
evening to finish off the weekend. Why
was [t ze enjovable? Well of course
the sun came cut at 5 o'elogk, didn't it?

O Poa. Boat Mo, Eamt Mamrs

Clan |

1 021 Thie Talarman Gooup
Class 11

1 FIur Palajay Mint
i 111

1 a1 Paobyoy Mint T
Cruisers

1 Fd Splash Dioven
[asiz

1 Ed4F Bliscdoamal

Dirivar Co-Drives Clada Paa,
T. Toleman M. Cripos x 1sk |
A, Fahjoy A Foster 15t 11
P, Broomfickd J. Brakoar 1m0

[, GrahemSmith P, Rutherford 150 4

G, Purved K, Heak
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